Salem Remembers Timeline 1927 - 1929
1927, January 5 | Salem’s Black Heritage
The Oregon Statesman

Queen Esthers Meet With Mrs. Durkheimer
Miss Myrtle Maxwell, who is engaged in social service work in New Orleans, was the guest of honor at
the meeting of the Queen Esther society of the First Methodist Church last night at the home of Mrs.
Harriet Durkheimer, 165 South Fifteenth Street. Miss Maxwell is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Maxwell.
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Mrs. Maxwell to Sing
Mrs. Charles Maxwell, local resident and singer in the First M. E. church will be heard in a choice
selection of negro spirituals at the Salvation Army hall Saturday night. The program commences at 8
o'clock and the public is invited.
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Crowd Hears Singer
The largest crowd that has ever gathered at the local Salvation Army hall attended there Saturday
evening to hear Mrs. Charles Maxwell, singer of the First Methodist church choir, present select negro
spirituals. She was assisted by Mrs. Jepson at the piano.
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W. C. T. U. Sponsors Successful Program and Silver Tea on Tuesday
Members of the WCTU sponsored a very successful program and silver tea on Tuesday afternoon in their
hall. The proceeds have been applied to the piano fund.
Mrs. J. J. Nunn, president of the union, presided at the meeting which opened with the song, "The Fight is
On." The Presbyterian ladies had charge of the tea, and the Methodist ladies of the program.

Mrs. Oliver read an extract from the Union Signal, stating that the mortgage on the Children's Farm
Home has been paid off, and is now clear of indebtedness. The valuation on the property is 200,000.
which speaks well for the work of the WCTU. This means that the farm home now has six cottages and a
school building, all of which are free of debt.
An interesting program took place as follows: Vocal solo, Mrs. Charles Maxwell, with Mrs. Fessenden at
the piano; vocal duet by Reverend and Mrs. J. Willard De Yoe with guitar accompaniment by Mr. De Yoe;
reading “Mammy’s Little Boy,” by Mrs. Joseph Carruthers, followed with “A Drop of Dew,” “The Young
Man Sat and Waited,” and “The Sunshine of Youth” as encores; a trio by Mrs. J. Willard De Yoe, Mrs. A.
C. Bohrnstedt and Mrs. Mason Bishop, with Mr. De Yoe at the piano; a duet by the Misses Waterman,
with Miss Lois Plummer at the piano; and a second duet with Miss Waterman and Miss Plummer singing
and Miss Waterman at the piano.
The WCTU wishes to make a statement of appreciation to all those whom contributed to the success not
the afternoon.

Salem’s Hollywood Theater, c. 1960.
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Play to Be Given Tomorrow at Hollywood Theater
The play, entitled, “An Old Fashioned Mother,” will be given at Hollywood Theater Thursday April 7, at 7
o’clock and at 9 o’clock. In addition to the program of previous performances, numbers will be given by
Mrs. Charles Maxwell, John Orr, and the Parrish junior high school orchestra.

This play will be sponsored by the Neighbors of Woodcraft and by the ladies of the West Salem
Methodist Church.

The Leslie Methodist Episcopal Church, c. 1925.
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Women’s Home Missionary Society
Women’s Home Missionary Society, Salem District, Meets at Leslie Church
The annual convention of the Women's Home Missionary society met at Leslie M. E. Church on the
morning of April 28.

The convention was presided over by Mrs. P. L. Blackerby. Mrs. P. J. Voth, Mrs. Willard DePoe and Rev. D.
H. Leach conducted the devotional services.
Addresses were given by Mrs. Mason Bishop, Miss Myrtle Maxwell, and Mrs. Benjamin Blatchford.
Events of the program were solos "Teach Me to Pray," sung by Mrs. Evans and "One Sweetly Solemn
Thought," sung by Mrs. Charles Maxwell; a vocal duet by Reverend and Mrs. De Yoe; a reading by June
Mack; and the presentation of Queen Esther Pageant by the members of the Salem First M. E. Church.
The following committees were appointed by Mrs. Blackerby. Courtesy committee — Mrs. George Alden,
Mrs. Mason Bishop, Mrs. Barkus. Nominating committee – Mrs. Forsyth of Hillsboro, Mrs. W. P. Miller of
Salem, Mrs. Iverson of Silverton, Mrs. A. C. Bohrnstedt of Leslie church, Mrs. E. J. Beckley of First Church,
and Mrs. Maple of Forest Grove. Resolutions Committee—Mrs. Wilson of First Church, Mrs. Sherman of
Forest Grove, and Mrs. Claude Bray of Albany. Press Committee — Mrs. C. F. Folon and Mrs. Ohling.
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Play Cast Closes a Successful Run
West Salem Drama Presented Before Six Audiences
Members of the cast of "An Old Fashioned Mother," the three-act-comedy-drama by Walter Ben Hare,
presented by the young people of West Salem for the benefit of the West Salem church closed their
season last Saturday night at the Haysville school house where the play was given for an appreciative
audience. The play was given in all six times and well received at each presentation.
"An Old Fashioned Mother" was given first several weeks ago in the West Salem Church before two
especially appreciative audiences, and an immediate demand arose for its presentation at other places.
It was given at the boys’ training school at Turner and at the school at Woodburn and superintendent
Gilbert believes that it carried home a deep and lasting impression on the boys.
Last Thursday it was given at the Hollywood theater to a packed house. The audience at the Hollywood
was well pleased and thoroughly enjoyed both its serious moments and it's delightful comedy scenes. It
was sponsored by the Ladies of Woodcraft and assisting artists between the acts were Mrs. Charles
Maxwell, singer, Miss Claudina Gerth, violinist, Miss Betty Bedford, pianist, and the Parrish junior high
school orchestra.
The play was under the direction of Perry Prescott Reigelman. One of the entertaining features of the
production that was especially well liked was the character song by Curtis Ferguson. The words of the
song were written by Ester Ferguson, who played the part of Isobel Simscott. The music was taken from
an old English song called "Wot Cher" and it's rollicking measure fitted in well with the story of Huldy
Sourapple, Jerry Gosling's best girl.

In the role of Jerry Gosling, Curtis Ferguson made a decided hit with each of his audiences, and his
gurgling laugh brought a generous response. He played with an ease and detachment that won him
many commendations.
Miss Lottie McAdams, as Loviny Susannah Wrigglesford Custard, with her silly giggle and antique
dresses, was a comedy feature that was much appreciated. In fact, Miss McAdams was good for a laugh
every time she appeared.
Mrs. Ida Chapman, as Deborah Underhill, the Old Fashioned Mother, although seventy years old, played
the part with sincerity and life-likeness that carried conviction. She is probably the oldest leading lady on
record and the part fitted her. Mrs. Chapman also managed the business details of the production, and
credit for the success of the production goes to her untiring work.
An unusually excellent characterization was the portrayal of Brother Jonah Quakenbush by Ray
Ferguson. The Widder Bill Pindle, played by Elva Thomas, is also deserving of mention.
Ervin Simmons, who has appeared in several plays, won honors for himself in his presentation of John
Underhill, the prodigal son who was lured into bad companionship. Another good characterization was
that of Bernice Wood as Gloriana Perkins, the hired girl. Credit for good work goes to Ralph Sebern as
Charlie Underhill, the elder brother; Gilbert Dylan as Enoch Rone, the drunken tramp; Wendell Sebern as
Quintus Todd, the Sheriff; and Jesse Cannell, who always wanted refreshments, as Suky Pindle.
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County Officers Picnic
All county officers and courthouse employees, with the exception of two or three from the sheriff’s office,
enjoyed a picnic late yesterday afternoon and evening at Woodland Park. Nearly 70 persons were in line
to eat the delicious lunch prepared by Johnny Jones, Salem’s noted kitchen specialist. All the county
offices were kept open until 5 o'clock, however.
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Graham to Fight Seattle Mexican
Salem fight fans will be pleased to know that Salem's own Eddy Graham has been matched with Jack
Boise, 124 pounds of Seattle, and one of the three main event fights on next Wednesday night’s card in
the local armory. This definitely announced by match maker Harry Plant of the Salem boxing commission
last night. Boise is a Mexican fighter.
This will be the first time that Boise has ever fought in this city. He comes from Seattle with a fight record
and will prove to be a tough egg for Eddie. He has fought 20 times. Boise is 24 years of age and is in first

class condition for the battle. He arrived in Portland yesterday morning and will continue his journey to
Salem tomorrow.
Graham has been training in Portland for the past two weeks and is demonstrating some real
championship style.
In his last fight in Salem against Young Whistle, Eddie performed in top-notch style. To date Graham has
only lost one fight, that being his fourth, against Young Dolan.
The next main event will find Pete Willert of Salem exchanging blows with Young Yoakley of Albany. Both
these fighters have been witnessed in the local ring before and have always proven to be crowd pleasers.
Both men have been training each day in preparation for their mix. Each is determined to win. Both are
in perfect condition and anxiously awaiting the sound of the gong.
In the third main event "Red" Hayes from Stayton will clash with Cus Wattenberger of Independence.
Both were seen in action in the preliminaries of the last fight here and due to the public’s demand
heaven signed to fight Wednesday night.
Others who have been signed for bouts are Jimmy Ross, of Salem; Stockey Foley, Salem; and Battling
Watts of West Salem. Their opponents will be named tomorrow.
The boys are still focusing their eyes and attention on the $10 prize which is to be awarded to the fighter
arousing the most applause. This prize is offered by the boxing commission.
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Mexican Traffic Officers Coming Here Tomorrow
Captain Rey Bowles and his squad of Mexican motorcycle officers who have completed a theatrical
engagement in Portland will stage a demonstration on the streets of Salem Thursday.
They will be here most of the day and will call on Governor Patterson.
Chief of police L. V. Jenkins of Portland said he would detail two officers to accompany Captain Bowles
and his squad to Salem.
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Mexican Traffic Policemen Visit Salem Thursday

Eleven Mexican traffic officers paid Salem a visit Thursday on their "good will" tour of the United States.
They plan to visit the capital of each state. The group is under the command of Colonel Rey Bowles.
While in Salem they visited Governor Patterson.
This troop of officers patrols the district surrounding Mexico City, and formed the escort which
accompanied Colonel Charles E. Lindbergh from the aviation field into the city when he visited there last
winter.
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Jewish New Year Observed in City
Saturday was Rosh Hashanah, or Jewish “New Year” and many of the stores and places of business
owned and operated by persons of that faith were closed so that they might participate in the religious
ceremonies in the several Jewish churches of Portland.
There is no Jewish church in Salem and no special services or meetings were held here but all of that faith
who could went to Portland Friday afternoon to be there for the beginning services at sundown Friday.
There are two divisions in the Jewish faith now, the reformed Jews, who like the modern protestants are
more lax in observance of religious holidays, and who keep one day for the Rosh Hashanah, from
sundown Friday to sundown Saturday. The Orthodox Jew keeps two days in religious services over the
Jewish New Year and is more strict in his observance of all religious holidays.
Services in the new Temple Beth Israel in Portland started Friday night and were conducted by the Rabbi
Henry J Berkowitz. His sermon was entitled "a new question with an ancient answer.” According to his
sermon racialism, legalism and prophetism are the threefold formula of the Jewish life.

1929
Lord & Schryver (Elizabeth Lord and Edith Schryver) open their landscape architect firm in Salem.
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Jews Seeking to Raise Funds for Palestinian Relief
Jewish folk in Salem have organized a society to raise funds for Palestinian disaster relief, these funds to
be administered jointly by the Zionist society and the Jewish relief corps. Anyone wishing to contribute
may send their checks by mail or take them to the Ladd and Bush Bank, designating that they are to be
deposited in the national Jewish relief fund.

The Zionist society and the Jewish relief core or working together from headquarters in New York City, to
distribute the collected money for the aid of the Jews in Palestine who have lost all their belongings in
the latest massacre.
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Bits for Breakfast
Johnnie Jones
by R.J. Hendricks
Johnnie Jones
All Salem and thousands of Oregonians outside of the city know him. His real name is John Jones. His
father was born in Ohio, and his ancestors came from old Kentucky. His mother was born in Tennessee.
His father was a cook; worked in Portland, and was employed one year in an eating place on the state
fair grounds. He died when his son Johnnie was a small boy.
Johnnie Jones was born at Placerville, Cal., November 4, 1857. So he will be 72 within a few weeks. He
came to Salem when he was 20, in 1877 and has been a fixture here ever since. The directory gives his
occupation as a caterer. He has been that, and the best known eatery in Salem for over half a hundred
years.
The occasion that led to the gathering of this short biography was a dispute about the Aurora restaurant
building, between two Salem old timers. One of them asserted that the present largest restaurant
building, on the state fair grounds, occupied now and for several years by Mrs. Olmsted, is not the one
which the Aurora colony people built. And the disputants referred the matter to the Bits man, with the
suggestion Johnnie Jones could tell all about it.
Johnnie Jones remembers that he worked in the Aurora restaurant building, but of course that was after
the dissolution of the colony, which followed the death of its founder, Dr. Wm. Keil, which occurred
December 30, 1877. The notion that the building now standing was not built by the colony people comes
largely from the fact that it did not then stand where it does now. It was moved 15 or 20 years ago. It
was built in the late 1860’s by the Aurora colony people, on the north side of the old Pavilion that was
torn down this year.
There was a bakery in connection with it, and that was torn down before the main building was
removed. In the old days, there were no public bakeries such as we see now in Salem, and it was
necessary to do a great deal of baking for the crowds fed by the Aurora colony people – for they had all
they could do in the building they erected, which for those days was very large. They brought from
Aurora about 200 workers each year, including the bands and orchestras, the members of which helped
with the restaurant work. They had six meat cutters and 26 to 30 waiters.

There is another reason for the confusion about the old Aurora restaurant. The first Aurora restaurant
was conducted in a big tent and it was located south of the old pavilion, and some wooden buildings
were shortly added by the Aurora people; and perhaps a bakery. That is the Aurora restaurant
remembered by the oldest of the old timers. There were tents, also, for the workers to live in. The same
was true as to the men workers when the large building still standing was erected; but the women, or at
least part of them, were provided with sleeping quarters on an improvised second floor or balcony – as
one can see who now visits that building —at the back end.
When the settlement of the affairs of the Aurora colony came, there was a transcript of the holdings of
the colony put into court records, including the dishes and equipment of the state fair restaurant, and
these were sold along with other property in making the division among the members of the colony. The
building was not included in this list, because it had become the property of the state fair when the
colony had ceased to exist and no longer have need of it. The building reverted, according to the contract
with the state fair board; to the board of the Oregon agricultural society.
If the records of this society were available, they would be found to contain the contract with the Aurora
colony under which the building was constructed and the colony restaurant conducted. There were
mutual benefits — the fair needed the service, and the business was profitable to the Aurora people,
because they raised nearly all their supplies, and their labor was in common, as well as their property.
Hon. Wm. (“Cap”) Miley of Aurora, former county commissioner, remembers when the building was
constructed —when the materials were hauled by ox and horse teams from the mills at Aurora to build
it.
Now about Johnnie Jones. His first work in Salem was for the Chemeketa (now Marion) hotel, which was
then conducted by Tom Smith, who afterwords went to The Dalles. He worked later for Wesley Graves,
who long had that hotel. He worked for Pete Emerson, old time restaurant keeper of Salem, who had
also in the late 1870’s a prominent eating place on the fairgrounds.
He was a fixture in the famous restaurant of Amos Strong, Johnnie Jones was – even when a famous
candidate for the United States Senate took a champagne bath there. Billy Westcott had the strong
restaurant for a long time thereafter, and grew rich there, and Johnnie Jones worked for him. Johnnie
Jones was with the Charlie Hellenbrand restaurant for a long time – where the Busick store is now, Court
and Commercial, a few doors to the south of which was the Strong restaurant. Pete Emerson's restaurant
was about where the Barr plumbing shop is now.
In 52 years, few high society banquets have been held in Salem without Johnnie Jones presiding in the
refectory. The Rotarians or Kiwanians or Lions or other such organizations cannot have a successful
picnic now without the presence of Johnnie Jones. And so it goes. He is not an individual; Johnnie Jones is
an institution in Salem. Johnnie's mother died in 1916. His sister, Mrs. Anna E. Smith, lives with him, at
their home, 1794 N. Fifth Street. She is a member of the Salvation Army, and a faithful worker in its
ranks.
They are not Hawaiians, as many Salem people suppose. They are pure American African, coming down
from the slavery days of their ancestors. Notwithstanding the color of Johnnie Jones, he has lead in
Salem a useful life. He looks good for 60 years more — many readers will be surprised at his years — but
when he finally comes to the point where he can no longer respond to the call of the prominent women
of Salem to help them out with banquets and other functions, Johnnie Jones will be sadly missed. His

going from active service will leave a real vacancy, for he is more than a caterer. He is a super caterer. He
is a first class cook, as any reader who has been in Salem long will gladly testify.
For he does not know how many years, Johnnie Jones has conducted a restaurant on the state fair
grounds. He has one there now, on the "trail," or "happy canyon," or whatever they call the street on
which the cravings of the inner man and woman is most frequently and completely satisfied.
Since the colony days, the Aurora restaurant building has been occupied by many renters or
concessionaries. Bob Thompson, whose wife was a daughter of Reverend I. D. Driver, famous pioneer
preacher, had the restaurant in that building at the fairs throughout the late 1880's.

1929, October 24
A stock market crash in New York City begins the Great Depression. This is the worst economic
downturn in the history of the industrialized world which continued to 1939.

