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Irish Problem Bobs Up in State Senate 
 

The Irish question bobbed up in the state senate Monday afternoon, when Senator Norblad introduced a 
joint memorial urging the Oregon delegation in Congress to use its influence “to the end that President 
Wilson be asked to use his great influence at the peace conference to the end that the people of Ireland 
be promoted to be determined for themselves the form of government under which they wish to live.” 

 
1918, November 11 | World War 1 Ends 
The formal surrender of Germany on November 11, 1919 ended World War I. Over the next 7 months 
Germany and the Allied Nations met at Versailles, outside Paris, France, to define the terms of peace. On 
June 28, 1919 the Treaty of Versailles was signed. Along with dividing up the massive Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, the treaty outlined war reparation payments Germany owed the Allied Nations. The financial 
strain of these reparations and redrawn Germany boundaries set the stage for Adolf Hitler’s rise to 
power in the late 1920s and early 1930s. 
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Last Equal Rights Bill Reappears; is Theme of Hearing 
 

Dubious Course to Give Negroes Recognition in Public Places 
 

The Committee on health and public morals of the house today reported house bill 344, introduced by 
representative Coffey by request, "an act establishing equal rights in places of public accommodation, 
resort or amusement," back to the house without recommendation, thus concluding the uncertain and 
misfortunate journey of that more or less fatherless measure from its birth to the verge of the grave. 
 
The bill was introduced by Mr. Coffey at the request of the Afro-American league, which is asking its 
enactment in order to secure more speedy relief for discriminations alleged to be practiced against 
members of the colored race than is possible under the existing law. It began to have its vicissitudes from 
the day of its introduction. 
 
Representative Lewis, chairman of the Multnomah delegation, asked Speaker Jones to refer the bill to 
the committee on health and public morals, but the speaker sent it to the Multnomah delegation 
because of the fact that the great percentage of the colored population of the state is resident in that 
county. The delegation, after a few days, passed the buck back with the request that the bill be sent to 
the health and public morals committee, which was done. 
 



 

After the bill was in the hands of Chairman Elmore and his committee Mr. Lewis tried to have it 
smothered or delayed until so late in the session that it would get caught in the jam and die. Chairman 
Elmore would not promise this and the next chapter in the bill’s history was its disappearance from Mr. 
Elmore's desk. 
 
Just who stole the Coffey bill, together with house bill 350 by Lofgren and bill 354 by Richards, is not 
definitely known. Chairman Elmore had new bills drafted from the printed copies, and Monday the 
committee met and listened to arguments presented in favor of the Coffey bill by Mrs. E. D. Canady, 
Micco T Harjo and Reverend W. L. Rowan of Portland. 
 
At the conclusion of the hearing the committee voted to report the bill back to the house without either 
favorable or unfavorable recommendation and let it take its chances on the floor. 
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The Sending of American Militia 
 

The Irish question bobbed up in the state senate Monday afternoon, when Senator Norblad introduced a 
joint memorial urging the Oregon delegation in Congress to use its influence “to the end that President 
Wilson be asked to use his great influence at the peace conference to the end that the people of Ireland 
be promoted to be determined for themselves the form of government under which they wish to live.” 
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The Last St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Portland 1919 
 

“The last St. Patrick's Day parade we had in Portland was in 1892,” said Mr. Murnane. "Irish from 
Oregon City, Salem and other places participated. I remember T. W. Sullivan was mayor of Oregon City. 
He brought a float of 32 girls here for the parade. Not only Irish, but also Italians and other nationalities, 
celebrated. 
 
"Another feature of the day were the free shows in Cordray's theater. John Cordray celebrates St. 
Patrick's Day and his birthday at the same time and on this St. Patrick's Day he opened the doors of his 
theater free to all.” 
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Church Phase Kills Irish Aid Memorial 
 



 

The senate today refused to take a hand in the home rule question in Ireland. It adopted a report killing 
senate joint memorial 18, which had been introduced by Senator Norblad. The memorial urged the 
president to use his influence toward obtaining home rule for Ireland. Senator Dimick, chairman of the 
resolutions committee, urged the senate not to inject a religious squabble into the legislature at this late 
hour. 
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In the Case of Charles Maxwell 
 

In the case of Charles Maxwell versus Marshall L. Waring regarding a dispute in the boundary of a five-
acre tract. The court decreed that the fence was set 30 feet over on the Maxwell land and that it should 
be set back to conform to the old fence of June 3, 1913. 
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Deals in Real Estate 
 

Charles Maxwell et ux [and wife, convey] to John S. Marshall, et ux [and wife] 5 acres in Gilbert D. L. C., 
$2000, W. 
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Irish Demand Free Erin 
 

Determination of residents of Oregon of Irish descent to assist in bringing about self determination for 
Ireland under the league of nations programme was so forcefully expressed at yesterday's session of the 
Irish race convention, in the auditorium of the Lincoln high school, that new hope and enthusiasm were 
aroused among them and the movement was given decided impetus. 
 
Denunciation of representatives in Congress who appear to be hedging on the issue; a call to all who 
believe in liberty and freedom for Erin, and a review of the great work done for other nations, now 
enjoying the privileges denied the land of the shamrock, featured the addresses, which brought round 
upon round of applause. 
 

Senators Asked to Act 
 

Fashioned after the declaration of independence of the United States, resolutions were presented by a 
committee consisting of D. J. McLaughlin, of Portland; George Dooley, of Albany, and Frank McNally, of 
Pendleton, and were unanimously adopted. The resolutions declare that the convention is opposed to a 



 

league of nations that does not guarantee self-determination to the people of Ireland, and call upon 
United States Senators Chamberlain and McNary to endorse the stand taken by the Irish people who are 
citizens of Oregon. 
 
Hisses greeted the reading of a long telegram from Senator McNary, in which it was asserted by 
speakers, the senator was endeavoring to evade the issue. Messages from representatives MacArthur 
and Sinnott, wholly in support of the movement, were received with joyous acclaim, while a message 
from Senator Borah of Idaho, created such an impression that the big audience remained standing 
during its reading. 
 

Borah’s Support Appreciated 
 

By unanimous vote of the convention, thanks were extended to Senator Borah, and it was decided that a 
telegram should be sent to Senator McNary, telling him, in effect, that his sympathy was not so much 
desired as his vote. 
 
“Smoke ‘em out,” was the popular slogan applied to delegates in Congress who do not seem disposed to 
support the movement for Irish independence, and all present were urged by the chairman to write to 
representatives and senators insisting upon favorable action. The ballot in the coming election was 
suggested as the weapon to be welded in case the demands are not complied with. 
 

Dr. A. C. Smith Presides 
 

Organization of the convention occupied but a short time, following invocation by Rev. W. H. Daly of 
Portland. Andrew C. Smith was unanimously chosen president of the convention; Miss Anna Kearns 
secretary and P. E. Sullivan vice president. A committee of five was chosen to pass on credentials, 
members of this body being P. E. Sullivan, E. H. Deery, M. J. Driscoll, M. C. Menamin, Heppner, and 
Thomas Brown of Salem. 
 
Led by Mrs. Winnie Flanagan, the convention sang the “Star-Spangled Banner,” after which Judge P. H. 
D’Arcy of Salem delivered an address advocating self-determination for Ireland. Judge D’Arcy brought 
the convention to its feet with cheers as he drew from his pocket a silken banner which he said was that 
of the land of his father and mother, and again when he unfurled a miniature American flag, emblem of 
the world’s greatest exponent of freedom and liberty. 
 

Irish Martyrs Recalled 
 
While the audience stood with bowed heads, Judge D'Arcy read the names of 16 of the foremost Irish 
martyrs of 1916, and followed this with the declaration that England’s treatment of those men had made 
Ireland Sinn Fein "from top to bottom." He referred to George Washington as the "Sinn Feiner of 
America,” and reviewed briefly the dark days of the revolution and incidents which served to turn the tide 
in favor of the colonies. 
 
Judge D’Arcy was the unanimous choice of the convention as state delegate to the national convention 
to be held June 15 in Washington, D. C. 
 

McNary to Be Queried 
 



 

Following the reading of the telegram from Senator McNary, motion was made that the convention 
telegraph that official, ask him if he "thinks he is serving America when he votes for a league of nations, 
giving England five votes and the United States but one.” As an amendment, P. E. Sullivan offered the 
suggestion that the convention inform Mr. McNary that it is not his sympathy, but his vote that is 
desired. 
 
"That's the dope," declared the chairman. 
 
Oscar Horne, representing organized labor, urged the importance of concerted action to secure desired 
results. He declared himself heart and soul behind the movement for Irish independence. Thomas Brown, 
of Salem, called attention to the fact that while the proposed league of Nations provides for self-
determination for such nations as Poland, Yugoslavia, and the Czechs, there is no mention of Ireland. He 
said either the outline of the league must be amended, or it must be defeated. 
 

“English League” Suggested 
 

F. A. Menamin, of Heppner, said the proper title for the league of nations might be the "English League 
of Nations," and called upon voters of Oregon to do their duty at the polls in chastising recreant 
congressional delegates. 
 
E. H. Deery then presented the report of the resolutions committee, later explaining that the Irish people 
in the United States are not opposed to President Wilson's program as based on the 14 points, but very 
much in favor of such a policy, if only the president would carry it through to completion. Betrayal of the 
people by their leaders, he said, was the cause of Bolshevism. 
 

Resolutions Are Adopted 
 

The resolutions adopted by the convention, reciting principles of the preamble to the constitution of the 
United States, declared: 
 
Whereas, the declaration of President Wilson on self determination for all peoples are in accordance with 
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States; whereas, self-determination 
was one of the great moving forces that brought the war to a successful conclusion and it is the 
inalienable right sanctioned and promoted by Almighty God; therefore, be it 
 
Resolved. That we, citizens of Oregon, in convention assembled, this first day of June, 1919, in Lincoln 
high school auditorium, Portland, Oregon, do hereby pledge our unchangeable and unalterable support 
to the principle of self determination for all peoples, including the Irish. 
 
That we are unalterably opposed to any league of nations that does not give to the people of Ireland the 
right to choose for themselves under what form of government they shall live and we hereby send a 
message to our United States senators, George E. Chamberlain and Charles L. McNary, that we are 
determined to stand by this principal to the last and will not be satisfied with any action by them 
contrary to this principle. 
 

Financial Aid Solicited 
 



 

All persons entering the convention hall were presented with credentials cards for signature by those 
unqualifiedly in favor of self determination for Ireland. The meeting then was thrown open in an informal 
manner, and no attempt was made to carry out a set programme. Before adjournment was taken, 
envelopes were distributed and all given an opportunity to aid financially, E. H. Deery, treasurer, being in 
charge of the fund in this state. Each contributor will receive a statement of expenditures from that 
official. 

 
 
1919, August 14 | Salem’s Japanese Heritage 
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Japanese Thanks Salem 
 

T.E. McCroskey, manager of the Commercial Club, yesterday received a letter from N. Hiratsuka of 
Sapporo, Japan, thanking Salem and the Commercial club for courtesies shown a party of Japanese 
merchants who visited here in May. Mr. Hiratsuka is head of one of the large linen manufacturing plants 
of Japan and while here studied flax growing chiefly. 
 
 

 
 

Interior of the Miles Linen Company in Salem, c. 1920. 

 

1919, August 14 | Salem’s Japanese Heritage 
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Several Months Ago a Delegation 
 

Several months ago a delegation of prominent Japanese flax growers visited Salem to look into the 
industry here. This city was one of the few localities visited by the wealthy Japanese manufacturers. They 
were taken in charge by T.E. McCroskey manager of the Commercial Club, and shown the plant at 
Turner. N. Hirantsuka, one of the visitors and the owner of five flax mills in Japan, expressed his 
appreciation of the courtesies extended his party, in a letter to Mr. McCroskey as follows: “Very many 
thanks for your kindness during my stay in your country. I have safely arrived to my home on the 3rd inst. 



 

after having very instructive and enjoyable tour through all the way. Our flax crop will be pulled from the 
end of this month and is expected on the whole those of a normal year." The letter is dated July 23 and is 
written on the letterhead of the fibre department of the Teikoku Seima Kaisha, Ltd. with head office is at 
Tokyo, Japan. 
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Nation League is Condemned 
 

Friends of Irish Freedom Adopt Resolutions at Meeting Last Night 
 

Condemnation of the League of Nations as "an effort to perpetuate the autocratic power of England and 
Japan over the destinies of the world" is contained in resolutions adopted recently at a meeting of Robert 
Emmett branch of the Friends of Irish Freedom. It is asserted in the resolutions that the liberty and 
progress of the world depends on the defeat of the League of Nations as submitted to the United States 
Senate. The resolution denounces "in unmeasured terms the action of the Japanese government in taking 
from China the large extent of territory known as the Shantung peninsula.” 
 
The resolutions follow: 
 
“Whereas, Eamon de Valera, president of the Irish republic has recently made a triumphal tour of a large 
part of this country having been received in kindly spirit by a vast majority of our citizens and 
 
“Whereas, this distinguished patriot, scholar and statesman, has been unjustly imprisoned in England for 
advocating the principles of self-determination for Erin; and 
 
“Whereas, self-determination is in accord with the principles advanced by President Wilson, and 
 
"Whereas, the infamous government of Ireland by England for 750 years has been such as to merit the 
condemnation of all liberty loving peoples; and 
 
“Whereas, the Salem Daily Statesman, while differing from us on the question of the ratification of the 
League of Nations, has at all times treated Americans of Irish birth and descent in a fair manner; and 
 
“Whereas, the liberty and progress of the world depends on the defeat of the League of Nations as 
submitted to the United States Senate; and 
 
“Whereas, The league of Nations approves the Shantung steal where are the Japanese government has 
robbed the Chinese of the choicest and fairest portion of the country and her 30,000,000 of people; 
 
“Therefore, be it resolved. That as American citizens we condemn the action of the English government in 
imprisoning a gentleman of the character and attainment of Eamonn de Valera for no other reason than 
he believing in the liberty of his country and the welfare of her people. 
 



 

“Resolved. That we approve and commend the people of this country who have extended to a Eamonn 
de Valera such a generous and sincere welcome to the United States. 
 
“Resolved. That we rejoice with the president of the Irish republic that he was able to escape from an 
English prison and place before American citizens the true positions of the people of Erin in their efforts 
of self-determination and the recognition of the Irish republic by the governments of the world. 
 
“Resolved. That we tender to the Salem Daily Statesman our sincere thanks for its courtesy and fair 
treatment of the matters involved in the Irish controversy. 
 
“Resolved. That we are unalterably in favor of self-determination for all the small nationalities of the 
earth. 
 
“Resolved. That we condemn the so-called League of Nations as an effort to perpetuate the autocratic 
power of England and Japan over the destinies of the world. 
 
“Resolved. That we denounce in unmeasured terms the action of the Japanese government in taking 
from China the large extent of territory known as the Shantung peninsula without consent of the Chinese 
people; 
 
"Resolved. That we invite all our citizens regardless of politics, religion or nationality who are in favor of 
liberty in its purest and best sense, believe in freedom of all small nations and desire to extend to all 
peoples the great blessings of liberty as contained in our immortal Declaration of Independence, to join 
the Robert Emmett branch of the Friends of Irish Freedom of Salem, Oregon.” 

 
 

 
 

Franklin J. Lingelback with a World War I machine gun similar  
to the one which shot Sergeant Frank T. Mason fifteen times, c. 1918. 
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Negro Has 15 Wounds 
 

Visitor at Salem Bears Scars from Machine-Gun Fire. 
 

Sergeant Frank T. Mason, negro, member of the regular United States Army for more than 15 years, and 
bearing scars from bullet wounds on almost every part of his body, arrived in Salem yesterday to visit 
with his friend, William Lucas. He will later go to Portland, where he has relatives. Mason was hit 15 
times by machine gun fire. He is still in service. 
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Charles Maxwell 
 

Charles Maxwell, who is well known to everyone who departs or arrives in town by way of the Oregon 
Electric, has moved his family into the new home that he recently purchased on South Twenty-fifth 
street. 
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Mrs. Charles Maxwell 
 

Mrs. Charles Maxwell is among the Salem musicians who are studying in Portland with Professor F. X. 
Arnes, of New York, who is giving a series of lessons there. 

 
 



 

 
 

An Oregon flax field 
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Negro Escapes From State Flax Yards 

 
George Smith, a negro convict serving from one to seven years for larceny in Umatilla county, has 
escaped from the flax fields near the penitentiary. He has been at the Walla Walla and Deer Lodge, 
Montana, prisons. 
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Negro Convict is Caught Near Salem 
 

George Smith, negro, who escaped from the state prison crew at work in the flax patch Monday, was 
captured by guards while making his way toward the hills southeast of here. Smith was received at the 
prison from Umatilla County last April on a term of one to seven years for larceny from a dwelling. 
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Bits for Breakfast 
 



 

Speaking of the Japanese 
 
Speaking of the Japanese race problem, the Salem district, too, is bound to have it. So far, not an acre of 
land is owned by a Jap in Marion County; at least the records show none. But there are already some 
leases of lands, and more are being sought. 

 
___           

 
The Japanese are among the best of all farmers and gardeners. But they remain aliens, although born 
here. As Kipling says: 
 
“Oh, East is East and West is West, 
 And never the twain shall meet, 
Till earth and sky stand presently 
 At God’s great judgment seat.”  

 
 

 
 

Hood River Japanese Hall, c. 1936. 
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The Japanese Problem at Hood River 
 

The Statesman some months ago predicted that Oregon would soon have a Japanese problem. 
 
She has it now. 
 



 

At Hood River, the Japanese have been buying land so fast and the Japanese birth rate has become so 
alarming, that the other farmers there are organizing against the invasion; attempting to get binding 
agreements to sell or lease to them no more land, and in other ways endeavor to keep them from 
spreading and taking in the whole of that rich fruit district. 
 
In two California counties, the Japanese birth rate is larger than the total of all others. 
 
In that state, they will outvote all other peoples in 30 years, if the present rate of increase continues for 
that long. 
 
In Seattle the Japanese are taking the city. They own all the principal hotels and restaurants there, and 
edging into all lines of business. 
 
They now have Hawaii. They outnumber all other Caucasians four to one there. 
 
And every Japanese baby born in Hawaii, or California, or Washington, or Oregon, is an American citizen, 
with every right of any other citizen of this country. 
 
At Hood River, as in California and Washington, first comes a Japanese laborer. He works hard and long 
hours. Then he leases land. Then comes the "picture bride" from Japan, arranged for under official 
guidance there. 
 
Then come the children, five times as fast as those of the other races. 
 
They are American citizens; they can hold land; they can vote when they grow up. Then lands and other 
properties are bought, in their names. 
 
And there you are. 
 
How is this thing to be headed off? This race question of the Pacific coast. 
 
It is all right to talk about it; it is eminently proper to attempt to have the "gentleman's agreement," 
under which 10,000 to 12,000 new male Japs have been coming into the United States each year —it is 
eminently proper to attempt to have this stopped. 
 Perhaps it can be. 
 
But how, in the name of all that is good and holy, can we stop the "indirect immigration" of the Japanese 
children – the children that are being born here in geometrically increasing numbers and born into full 
American citizenship! 

 
___           

 
Some of the silurians in administration circles at Washington are seemingly waking up to the fact that 
this country is facing some serious problems. If the Democratic administration could stay in power a 
couple of thousand years, it might finally get a move on. But, glory be, the people of this country will not 
wait that long. They will wait only till the day of the next election. 
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Now Time to Buy Tickets for Prison Minstrel Show 
 
The first show of the Oregon penitentiary minstrels will be tomorrow night in the auditorium at the 
prison and a second performance will be given the following night. Tickets are on sale at Perry's drug 
store, at the George C. Will music store, Patton Brothers Commercial book store, Crown drug store, the 
Y.M.C. A., the Cherrington piano store, by Charles Maxwell at the Oregon electric Depot and by Alex 
Cornoyer at the state house. 
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All Around Town 
 
The rapid sale of tickets for the O.S.P. Minstrel Melody show indicates that the attendance at the 
penitentiary this evening will equal that of former years. As the shows have always been so well 
attended as to warrant their presentation for two consecutive nights the management has arranged for 
a performance on Thursday evening also. Tickets are on sale at the Will Music Store, Patton’s book store, 
Commercial bookstore, Crown drug store, the Y.M.C. A., the Cherrington piano store, by Charles Maxwell 
at the Oregon Electric depot and by Alex Cornoyer at the state house. 
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Prison Troupe Shows Tonight 
 

Rapid Sale of Tickets Indicates Record Attendance at Minstrel 
 

The first performance of the state penitentiary minstrels will be given in the prison auditorium tonight, 
and the indications are that attendance will be heavy. There has been a rapid sale of tickets at all the 
places where they are on sale. Experience has taught the prison minstrel that two performances are 
always necessary to accommodate all who wish to see the annual performance, so a second show will be 
given tomorrow night. Tickets are on sale at the following places: 
 
Perry's drug store, the Will Music store, Patton Brothers, Commercial book store, Crown drug store, the 
Y.M.C. A., the Cherrington piano store, by Charles Maxwell at the Oregon Electric depot, and by Alex 
Cornoyer, elevator operator at the state house. 

 
 



 

 
 

The Irish Flag. 
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No Disrespect Shown to Flag 
 

Stars and Stripes Displayed at Irish Meeting. 
 

In the Oregonian’s report of the meeting of Americans of Irish birth and descent held in Portland on 
Saturday evening in honor of President De Valera of the Irish republic there appears to be in intimation, 
as we view it, that there was an intent to slight the flag of the United States and the principles for which 
it stands and that the flag of the Irish republic was not in the Auditorium. This is an error and from well 
known independence of your paper we think was thoughtlessly made. 
 
Permit me to say as an American born citizen and pioneer of Oregon, I would not preside at any meeting 
which did not have the greatest respect and loyalty for the flag of our country and the principles and 
traditions it represents. 
 
The flag of the Irish Republic draped the speaker’s stand in the Auditorium. 
 
The other and only flag that was there was the stars and stripes which we love and revere. 
 
P. H. D’ARCY 
Chairman De Valera Meeting. 
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Replacing Aliens by Service Men Favored 
 



 

Expulsion of all aliens, and particularly Japanese, from jobs in Salem to make way for unemployed ex-
service men when the shortage of work becomes so acute that former soldiers are apt to be thrown out 
of work, was favored in action taken last night by Capitol Post No. 9, American Legion. The legionnaires 
met in the Armory, and about 150 members were present. The meeting night of the Legion was changed 
from the first Monday night of each month to the first Tuesday night of each month. 
 
The Red Cross, in resolutions adopted by the men, was asked to aid so far as possible destitute 
legionnaires. This action was taken by the post when the knowledge that winter and the cessation of 
much work would oust many ex-soldiers from work. 
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Court News | Charles Maxwell 
 

Charles Maxwell at al vs. Marshall L. Waring at al. Supplemental decree. 

 
 

 
 

Irish Actor Chauncey Olcott. (1858-1932) 
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Chauncey Olcott Will Be Seen In “Macushla” 
 
At the Grand opera house Friday, Jan. 2, Chauncey Olcott will be seen in this city in “Macushla.” 



 

 
“Macushla” (Pulse of My Heart) has a beautiful story of love and intrigue running through it, and it is the 
most successful play in the Olcott repertoire. 
 
A. L. Erlanger will present Mr. Olcott on this tour which will embrace every state in the union, and has 
surrounded Mr. Olcott with a cast selected in person by this noted producer. 
 
Seats are now on sale for the performance. 

 
 
 


