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Marie Maxwell performed in Salem’s Masonic Temple, right,  
across the street from the Oregon Electric Depot  
where her husband, Charles Maxwell, worked. 

 
1918, January 9 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Statesman 

 

New Cherrians are Initiated 
 

Twelve Received Into Organizational Annual Assembly Last Night 
 

Twelve new members were initiated into the Cherrians at the annual initiations ceremonies which were 
held at Masonic Temple last night. For the first time the wives and sweethearts of the Cherrians were 
admitted to witness the outrages attendant upon affiliation with the order and a ball was combined with 
the event. 
 
Hal D. Patton, who was elected King Bing at the December election, was crowned and presided over the 
initiation. The coronation ritual improvised to meet the particular occasion, was read by Dr. H. C. Epley. 
 
The new Cherrians are: Elmo S. White, Lester B. Davis, F. J. Rupert, Charles Miller, T.F. Ryan, L.W. 
Gleason, R.O. Snelling, E.M. Burke, Don B. Miles, Earl Lerer Jenks, Lores R. White and C.B. Claney. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dick Howard 

 
King Bing Patton, was lacking some of his usual wit in conferring the degree upon the neophytes. Rather 
he was funnier than ever and had the assistance of several vassals who best knew how to apply the 
instruments of torture. 
 



 

A pretty part of the program last night was the presentation to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dick of Portland of 
the valuable Myrtlewood table that was won as first prize by the Cherrians when they competed with 
other similar organizations at Marsh field two years ago. Mr. Dick, who has been an active Cherrian since 
the organization came into being, was marching captain of the members who won the prize at the Coos 
Bay celebration. The presentation was made by King Bing Patton and Mr. Dick responded on behalf of 
himself and Mrs. Dick. 
 

Band is Remembered 
 

Another presentation last night was that of jewel to H. N. Stoudenmeyer, leader of the Cherrian band, in 
appreciation of the services of the musicians. Mr. Stoudenmeyer received the gift and responded. 
 
Miss Ada Miller contributed a number of vocal solos last night accompanied by Mrs. A. A. Schramm. 
These included "Keep the Home Fires Burning," and while the song was being sung the names of the 
Cherrians who have been listed for war service were flashed on the screen. A motion picture play of 
comic character followed. At a lull in the dancing Mrs. Charles Maxwell sang and was on encored. 
 
Other musicians were distributed about the halls. 
 
The attendance last night was perhaps larger than at any previous annual gathering of the Cherrians. 
The guests included Governor Withycombe. 

 
 
1918, March 16 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Statesman 

 

Back From California | Marie Maxwell 
 
Mrs. Charles Maxwell, who is well known in musical circles, yesterday accompanied by her two children 
returned from a seven weeks’ vacation in Los Angeles, where she visited with relatives and friends. On 
her return yesterday Mrs. Maxwell said: "There is nothing like Oregon for me. Could hardly get my breath 
while passing over the summit of the mountains, and of course the scenery all through California is 
grand, but it is too dry there for the kind of crops I like to grow.” 

 
 
1918, March 22 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Statesman 

 

Sister Dies in California | Marie Maxwell 
 

Mrs. Charles Maxwell, who recently returned from a visit with her sister, Mrs. Mille M. Cline, in Los 
Angeles, yesterday received the sad news that her sister died at her home last Monday, only a few days 
after she had left there for her return trip to Oregon. 

 
 
1918, April 5 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 



 

The Oregon Daily Journal 

 

Salem Chinese Run Down by Automobile 
 

J. H. Hing, prominent Chinese resident, was struck and killed by an automobile last night while crossing 
an alley on Court Street, between High and Liberty streets. The machine was driven by an employee of 
Larmer Transfer Company. Witnesses of the accident assert that the driver was not to blame. Hing leaves 
a wife and seven children. 

 
 
1918, April 11 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
The Oregon Statesman 

 

Statesman Files Bring Passport for Chinese 
 

LUNG JOHN—In West Salem, Monday, April 4, 1898, to Mr. and Mrs. Lung John, a son. "The father is the 
Chinese Gardner on the Bethany farm just across the river. Dr. S. H. Jessup was the obstetrician.” 
 
The above birth notice, which appeared in the Statesman of Tuesday, April 5, 1898, will allow a passport 
to be issued to Charley Chung whose Chinese name is Ng Tin Yee, whose father’s Chinese name is Ng 
Lung Chung, but who is well known to all old residents and many new ones as "Gong," and who lives at 
305 South Eighteenth Street, Salem. 
 
Rafael P. Bonham, inspector in charge of the United States immigration service, district of Oregon, under 
the department of labor, was in Salem yesterday from Portland, accompanied by the secretary in that 
office, Henry Sweitzer. 
 
They were investigating the matter of the application of Ng Tin Yee, or Charley Chung, for a passport, to 
go to China and look up some business matters in that country for his father. 
 
The claim was that Charlie Chung was born in Oregon, and is therefore a citizen of the United States, and 
thus entitled to the passport. 
 
But the question was to establish this beyond doubt. 
 
It could not be done, it seemed, because Dr. Jessup died long since, and there was no American willing to 
testify as to the birth. It looked like a hopeless case. 
 
But a consultation of the files of The Statesman revealed the news item at the opening of this article; and 
that settled it. 
 
There could be no doubt concerning the truth of the news item. 
 
No one would doubt that Dr. Jessup gave, in the item, and that some Statesman reporter of that date 
wrote it down as given in. 
 



 

Charlie Chung, who wishes to go to China on business for his father, is a bright boy. He has a sister, Alice, 
who is a bright young woman, and who recently graduated from the Salem high school.  
 
The passport will of course be issued. 

 
 
1918, April 11 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

Mrs. Charles Maxwell 
 

Mrs. Charles Maxwell, who underwent a surgical operation at the Salem hospital yesterday is reported to 
be resting easily today. 

 
 

 
 

Kaiser Wilhelm II, German Emperor (1859-1941) 

 
1918, May 14 | Salem’s Jewish Heritage | Article Contains Descriptions of Violence 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

Let the Kaiser Live 
 

The poem “Let the Kaiser Live” printed in this morning’s Statesman as “written for the Statesman by A. 
Louis Solof, Salem, Oregon, member of the Jewish Battalion, now enroute to England,” was published in 
the Capital Journal January 12, 1918. This paper reprinted it from a dry goods magazine. 

 



 

Written for the Statesman 
 
 As long as flowers their perfume give, 
 So long I'd let the Kaiser live — 
 Live and live for a million years, 
 With nothing to drink but Belgian tears, 
 With nothing to quench his awful thirst  
 But the salted brine of a Scotchman's curse. 
 
 I would let him live on a dinner each day 
 Served from silver on a golden tray— 
 Served with things both dainty and sweet— 
 Served with everything but things to eat. 
 And make him a bed of silken sheen, 
 With costly linens to lie between, 
 With covers of down, and fillets of lace, 
 And downy pillows piled in place; 
 Yet when to his comfort he would yield, 
 It would stink with the rot of the battlefield, 
 And blood and bones and brains of men 
 Should cover him, smother him – and then 
 His pillows should cling with the rotten cloy— 
 Cloy from the grave of a soldier boy. 
 And while Gods stars their visuals keep, 
 And while the waves the white sands sweep, 
 He should never, never, never sleep. 
 
 And through all the days, through all the years, 
 There should be an anthem in his ears, 
 Ringing and singing and never done  
 From the edge of light to the set of sun, 
 Moaning and moaning and moaning wild— 
 A ravaged French girl's bastard child. 
 
 And I would build him a castle by the sea, 
 As lovely a castle as ever could be; 
 Then I'd show a ship from over the sea, 
 As fine a ship as ever could be, 
 Laden with water cold and sweet, 
 Laden with everything good to eat; 
 Yet does she scarce touch the silvered sands, 
 Then a hot and hellish molten shell 
 Should change his heaven into hell, 
 And though he’d watch on the wave-swept shore 
 Our Lusitania would rise no more. 
 In “No Man’s Land” where the Irish fell, 
 I’d start the Kaiser a private hell; 
 I'd jab him, stab him, give him gas, 



 

 In every wound I'd pour ground glass; 
 I'd march him out where the brave boys died— 
 Out past the lads they crucified. 
 In the fearful gloom of his living tomb, 
 There is one thing I’d do before I was through: 
 I'd make him sing, in a stirring manner, 
 The wonderful words of "The Star Spangled Banner.” 
  
By A. Louis Solof, Salem, Oregon, member of the Jewish Battalion now en route to England 

 
 
1918, June 12 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Statesman 

 

Charles Maxwell Finds Carrier Pigeon in Street 
 

Crushed and dying, a carrier pigeon was picked up on State Street yesterday by Charles Maxwell. On an 
aluminum band around one of the legs was the inscription “AJ—17—B—7193,” presumably the bird’s 
identification mark. The pigeon was killed to put it out of its misery. Apparently it had dropped into the 
street in an exhausted condition and been run over by an automobile. 

 
 

 
 

Liberty Movie Theater Advertisement 
Daily Capital Journal | September 19, 1918 

 
 



 

 
 

People wearing masks during the Spanish Influenza outbreak. 

 
1918, September | The Spanish Influenza Outbreak 
The first case of the Spanish influenza appeared on the Pacific Coast in Camp Lewis in Washington state, 
after the arrival of troops from Boston, where the influenza had been an issue since late August.  
 
The number of soldiers traveling between countries and the overcrowded conditions contributed 
significantly  to a situation in which the disease could spread easier and quicker. In March of 1918, 
reports of a flu like outbreak started to appear in the United States.  
 
The Spanish Influenza had rapidly spread throughout the world between the years 1918 and 1919. By 
the end of this illness, an estimated 500 million people worldwide had been infected, with an estimated 
number of 50 million having died from this influenza. In the United States alone, the death toll was 
675,000. 
 
It is important to note that the “Spanish Influenza” did not actually begin in Spain, the exact origins of 
the disease are unknown. Spain was the first place where news outlets could report the disease due to 
rules regarding military censorship which prevented news sources from knowing the extent of the 
disease in other areas. Some researchers have indicated that they believe the disease could have had its 
origins in the United States and spread to other countries with the deployment of troops overseas. 
 
While this disease affected everyone, it disproportionately affected communities of color including the 
Indigenous population which had already faced the threat of diseases in previous years. Just like with 
the epidemics previously discussed, the exact numbers are unknown as to how it affected Indigenous 
populations. Some estimates put the number of Native American deaths at 3,200 at the least, whereas 



 

other reports put that number above 6,000. Data collection at this time was inconsistent and reporting 
was not mandatory leading there to not be an accurate estimation on the deaths of Indigenous 
populations. Congress had also passed the Sedition Act of 1918 which heavily affected the reporting of 
the influenza infection and death rates. AJ 

 
 
1918, October 3 | The Spanish Influenza Outbreak 
James Mcnee, a soldier on his way to camp from Washington to Oregon, stopped at a Portland hospital 
after feeling suddenly very ill. He was diagnosed with the influenza. He became the first reported case in 
Oregon. 

 
 
1918, October 9 | The Spanish Influenza Outbreak 
Rumors began to circulate in the newspaper that cases had started to appear in the Chemawa Indian 
Boarding School. One article had reported that 6 students were hospitalized due to an influenza. This 
was declared to be an isolated event and that it had not spread to the Salem area. 

 
 
1918, October 12 | The Spanish Influenza Outbreak 
The city of Salem shuts down places of public gatherings including, schools, churches, and theaters. 

 
 
1918, October 18 | The Spanish Influenza Outbreak and Salem’s Tribal Heritage 
A letter to the mother of Edith Potter, a 15 year old student at Chemawa, was sent addressing Edith's 
health saying that she is in poor health with a case of gripe (an old term referring to influenza). At the 
time about 500 students are sick with influenza during the fall. Just a few hours later, a telegram was 
sent to Edith's mother saying that Edith was very sick with influenza and the next day a telegram was 
sent saying Edith had passed away from influenza and was to be buried that day.  

 
 
1918, October 29 | The Spanish Influenza Outbreak and Salem’s Tribal Heritage 
A letter from the superintendent of the Chemawa school was sent to the mother of Cecila who was a 16 
year old attending Chemawa school. The letter read, 
 

During the scourge of Spanish Influenza from which your daughter Cecilia died I was so 
extremely busy that it was impossible for me to tell you the particulars in connection with the 
death of Cecilia. 
 
This plague attacked this school on the 15th of October. It was brought here at first by new 
students coming in and it spread rapidly until we had about 250 cases. The entire school stopped 
its regular activities and devoted itself absolutely to the care and nursing of the sick. Out of the 
250 cases we lost a comparatively few. Among the number was your daughter. 
 
Now that the plague is over we have resumed our regular school work...Trusting that Cecilia’s 
body reached you in good shape and sympathizing with you, I am. 

 



 

The Oregon Statesman reported that day: 
As it is not necessary for authorities at Chemawa to report to the city health officer because the 
school is under government supervision, full details as to the conditions there could not be 
obtained. Of the seven deaths understood to have occurred but three of the bodies were shipped 
away for burial... It is reported that there have in excess of 200 cases at the school. 

 
 
1918, October 31 | The Spanish Influenza Outbreak and Salem’s Tribal Heritage 
In the month of October alone, 195,000 Americans had died from the Spanish Influenza. At the 
Chemawa Indian School a reported 16 students had died from the pandemic and a reported 500 
students had been infected with the illness. 

 
 
1918, November 21 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

Charley Maxwell 
 

Charley Maxwell, porter of the Oregon Electric depot is taking a chance with Justice. In the suit entitled 
Charles Maxwell and Marie Maxwell against Marshall L. Waring and Emile Waring, the plaintiffs allege 
they own a 5 acre tract in T. 7 SR 2 W, part of the old Swegle farm and that 30 feet on one side of his 
farm has been improperly fenced off. He asks the court for viewers and the aid of the court in 
establishing the correct line. 

 
 
1918, December 17 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

Court House News 
 

Charles Maxwell 
 

In the case of Charles Maxwell vs. Marshall L. Waring, the court overruled the defendant’s demurrer and 
gave him ten days to file an answer to the complaint. 

 
 
1918, December 24 | Salem’s Black Heritage | Article Contains Slurs 
The Oregon Statesman 

 

2 Colored Men are Fined for Booze Traffic 
 

Prominent White Men Talk When Told That to Do So Makes Them Immune 
 

Lariat Used by Black 



 

 

He Lets it Drop From Car Window with Suitcase Attached to End 
 

Upon pleading guilty to bootlegging, four men yesterday received sentence in two local courts, bringing 
up the total number of liquor traffic confessions in the past two weeks to eight The fines collected in this 
time amount to $825 or $28 a quart over the market price. 
 
A rope, a suitcase and an occasional dozen bottles of whiskey were all that Al Patterson, a porter on one 
of the Southern Pacific trains, and Charles Maxwell, news vendor at the Oregon Electric Depot and 
proprietor of a shoe shining establishment on State Street, required to keep up a private clientele among 
some of the most prominent businessmen in Salem. Maxwell, one of the best known members of the 
colored population of the city, was arrested last Thursday and lodged in the county jail overnight. The 
case was not brought into court previous to yesterday, as it was first necessary for Constable Varney to 
go to Roseburg for Patterson. Information regarding the arrests was withheld until several of the 
customers appeared before district Attorney Max Gehlar. 
 
Yesterday Judge Webster fined Maxwell $50 and Patterson and the case was concluded. 
 
“This sho’ is the last time,” the news vendor remarked when he left the court room. 
 
The plan on which his enterprise was operated was simple enough. When Patterson came up from 
California and it was possible for Maxwell to be at the depot he would let the suitcases down from a 
window. Maxwell’s customers usually managed to meet a friend at the Depot shortly afterwards—there 
was no difficulty in making deliveries. Sales were made at the rate of $8 a quart. $2 of this being the 
retailer’s profit. $3 going to Patterson and the remainder amounting to the purchase price in the south. 
 
Before the case is dropped entirely it is not unlikely that several more prominent citizens who are 
suspected of receiving liquor from California may be called before of the district attorney. The law 
requires such persons to testify to the full extent of their knowledge. If a man tells a falsehood he 
commits perjury, but if he tells the truth he is immune from further legal action. According to Mr. Gehlar, 
those who have appeared before him gradually lost their hesitancy about giving information concerning 
the means through which they had obtained the whiskey upon being acquainted with the provisions of 
the law. 
 
In the municipal court yesterday two Portlanders were assessed $100 fines for having liquor in their 
possession, but upon being unable to produce the money were sent to the county jail for a period not to 
exceed 50 days. 
 
The prisoners are W. R. Hall and J. R. Richards, who have recently been employed in logging camps, one 
at Silverton and the other at Clifton. A delayed train was probably responsible for their arrest in Salem, 
as they had just come from Sacramento on the Southern Pacific and had intended going north on the last 
Oregon Electric Sunday night. They arrived here too late, however, and we're seeking a hotel when 
officers Martela and White asked to examine the two suitcases and handbags they were carrying. 
 
Twelve bottles of Sunnybrook were the spoils brought to light and the men were taken to the jail 
forthwith. They said yesterday they had gone south to procure Christmas drinks. 
 



 

In the past two weeks 29 quarts of liquor have been confiscated by the sheriff, chief of police and 
constable. The fines assessed in that period have amounted to more than those for the other 11 months 
of the year. 

 
 
1918, December 24 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Morning Oregonian 

 

Bootlegging is Admitted 
 

Colored Porter Drops Liquor From Train at Salem; Four Men Fined 
 

A.L. Patterson, colored porter on the Southern Pacific and Charles Maxwell, colored, were fined in Justice 
Court today after pleading guilty to bootlegging, Patterson's fine was $100 and Maxwell’s $50. 
 
Patterson, it is stated, dropped liquor from a passing train to Maxwell who did the peddling. Maxwell’s 
rakeoff is said to have been $2 a quart and officers state that his customers numbered some of Salem’s 
prominent businessmen. 
 
W.C. Hall and J.B. Richards, both of Portland, were fined $100 each in Justice Court here today on a 
charge of having liquor in their possession. They were unable to pay the fine and will spend 50 days in 
the County Jail. 

 
 
1918, December 25 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Daily Journal 

 

Patterson is Fined $100, Maxwell $50 
 

Al Patterson, a negro porter on the Southern Pacific, and Charles Maxwell, a negro news vendor at the 
Oregon Electric depot in Salem, pleaded guilty to the charge of bootlegging and Justice of the Peace 
Webster fined Maxwell $50 and Patterson $100. They were systematically bringing liquor into the state 
from California and it is said they were enjoying a thriving business among Salem citizens when the 
officers made the arrests. 

 
 
1918, December 28 | Salem’s Irish Heritage 
Morning Oregonian 

 

Terms in Irish Politics 
 

(To the Editor.)—The Sinn Feiners in Ireland seem to want complete separation from England. Would you 
tell us: 
 
 (1) The difference, if any, between "home rule" and “separation." 



 

 
 (2) What do the Ulsterites want? 
 
 (3) What do the Nationalists want? 
 
J. M. G. 

 
 

 (1) "Home rule" contemplates Irish control of domestic affairs, but federalization with the British 
Empire. "Separation" means a separate nationalism for Ireland. 
 
 (2)  The Ulsterites oppose both home rule and separation. 
 
 (3)  The Nationalists have been the home rule party. 

 
 


