Salem Remembers Timeline 1912 - 1914
1912
Oregon’s first motor vehicle laws adopted.

1912, January 12 | Salem’s Black Heritage
Morning Oregonian (see also 1911, September 14)

The Salem Negro
The Salem negro who brought a suit against the manager of an opera-house virtually lost his case and
must pay the costs. People of any color who attempt to crowd in where not wanted are foolish.

1912, January 16 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

The Flag of the Chinese Republic
On Monday, January 15, the first flag of the Chinese republic was hoisted at Salem over the Chinese mercantile
headquarters.
The old New Year's Day will be observed February 17, and in the meantime there will be more or less continuous
enjoyment.
But next year the Chinese citizens and residents of our country will celebrate the Christian New Year's day on
January 1. This is the end of the old regime, and if the republican form of government had been adopted soon
enough it would have been celebrated this year on New Year's day. The following shows the design of the Chinese
flag that was floating in the soft southern breeze of an Oregon winter:

The flag contains just five plain stripes of five colors, and they are symbolic colors of the Chinese people.
The Chinese headquarters has the pictures of the new heads of the Chinese republic decorated with our
national colors and red white and blue electric lights.
A red liberty bell swings beneath the pictures of President Sun Yat Sen, Minister of War, Hwang Hsing,
and Minister of the Navy, Li Yuan Hung, all three wearing American clothing.
Dr. Li Yick, the local Chinese Republican leader, has also put up the motto "Free and United We Stand.”
There is a strong patriotic feeling among the Chinese residence of Salem who favor the new order.
In the past the people have been treated as children and now they are to be considered as men and
equals.
The world does move, and the oldest and most conservative of empires has hung out the flag of freedom.

1912, May 15 | Salem’s Black Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

A Negro Trying to Protect Himself in Salem
By the undersigned, the public will see that my near neighbors who have signed their names hereto that
I, Walter Sparks and family, are peaceful neighbors.
Yours truly, J. B. Graettinger, Geo. E. Shaw, G. F. Mason, J. Q. Ostrander, H. Klender, D. D. Keeler, Mrs. L
Neugebauer.

Japanese Hand Laundry and Dry Cleaning Works Advertisement
Daily Capital Journal | June 12, 1912

1912, December 7 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

Banqueting His University and Bible Class Teachers
Banqueting his university and Bible class teachers, was the unique idea carried out by Mr. Fred Chu, a
Willamette freshman. The affair took place Saturday evening, at the residence of the Morrison Reids, on
State Street, which is Mr. Chu’s Salem home.
A Chinese dinner, consisting of the choicest of Mongolian dishes, was served in the style common to the
Far East. Turkey, goose, pork and sea ear, direct from China and secured through the favor of the Chinese
consul, Mr. Lee Sun of Portland, were served, together with an abundance of chicken soup, chop suey,
rice, tea, and fruit. Chopsticks were used, as Mr. Chu insisted that the Chinese custom should prevail.
Frantic efforts on the part of the guests were finally rewarded, as necessity proved a true mother. In this
particular exercise, special mention should be made of the proficiency obtained by Dr. Avison and Miss
Pennington. The table truly groaned as oriental style demanded that some dish or utensil occupy every
inch of space. No passing of food was permitted, but each guest helped himself to the viands.
Much of Chinese table manners and customs was brought out in Mr. Chu’s interesting talk, of which one
or two items will suffice to illustrate. Four and one-half hours is ordinarily given to the fashionable dinner
in China; it is considered a great breach of etiquette to make the tiniest spot upon the linen, even when

using such articles as chopsticks. And these tools of gastronomy, when the meal is finished, must be
carefully placed with the ends even at right angles with the user.
Mr. Chu comes of a high caste family and is well educated in his own language, having received the
degree of A. B. in China. Specializing in English this year, Mr. Chu will begin the study of medicine next
fall, and eventually will return to his home at Shanghai, which is the metropolis of the Flowery Kingdom.
Circling the table for this unusual dinner were: Dr. and Mrs. Avison. Miss Edna Krenning, Miss Hortense
Pennington, Miss Stella Chapell, and Mr. and Mrs. Morrison Reid.

1913, January 1 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

1913 Was Given a Hot Reception
It required several charges of Uncle Sam's good powder to fittingly celebrate the arrival of the New Year
last night at the Armory. The soldiers made things lively in front of the building with the rifles just as the
town clock told off the hour of twelve and nearby residents were forcibly apprised of the fact that 1912
was no more.
Considerable amusement was occasion by some stranger rooming at the corner of Court and Liberty
Streets. He had apparently forgot to wake up, or his clock missed fire, as when everything was quiet after
the New Year had arrived safely, he broke out and created no small amount of excitement by firing off
what he probably supposed to be a revolver, but which was in fact a young cannon. After whooping
about the corner for some time, he finally discovered that no one else in the city was making any racket
and he quickly slipped in out of sight.
The greeting accorded the New Year in Salem last night was said to be about the most enthusiastic one
ever given it here. Artillery of every description belched smoke and noise, while church bells, steam
whistles, tin pans and anvils made the atmosphere fairly shake when the eventful hour arrived. The city
was orderly, however, the police had no occasion to interfere. Several kicks were made by people who
were either aroused from a sound sleep or were taking no part in the general celebration.
The usual "last drink" was largely in evidence and swearing off was followed with wagers by a many
temporary well-intenders.
For the first time in the history of Salem, the Chinese took part in the end year celebration. They gathered
in the street at the corner of High and Ferry and set off a number of monster bombs and several bunches
of firecrackers. The brown men certainly enjoyed themselves in spite of the fact they eliminated the
burning of punk and candles.

1913, February 5 | Salem’s Irish Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

Senators Clamber on Irish Bandwagon
Irish and near-Irish lauded home rule for the Emerald Isle today before passing the Murnane resolution
congratulating John E. Redmond on the approach of self-government.
Several senators whose names do not have any Gaelic sound explained that their grandmas were named
O’Flaherty or something equally as good, and everybody lined up for the memorial after Moser had
turned several rounded periods and Miller, Dimick, Joseph and Butler had each proclaimed fealty to the
Irish cause.

1913, April 8 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

Objects to Party Line Being Hooked to Chinese Laundry
It is annoying to take down a telephone receiver, when you want to talk to a friend or call up a business
house, and hear the lingo of your Chinese laundry man pattering over the wire, according to F. N. Derby
of Salem, who has filed a complaint against the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company with the state
railroad commission.
Mr. Derby said he thought he was paying for a phone on a residence party line until he encountered this
celestial style of conversation a time or two. When he investigated he found his phone was on a party
line with the Hop Lee laundry.
Manager W. J. Dancy of the telephone company has agreed to either put Mr. Derby on another line or
take Hop Lee off.

1913, April 10 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
East Oregonian

Couldn’t Savvy a Chinese Telephone
F. N. Derby Finds That He is Connected On Line with Chinese Laundry
F. N. Derby of this city thinks the telephone one of the greatest of modern conveniences. The instrument
is no respecter of persons, but serves equally well the just and the unjust. It even transmits words in
Hindu, Japanese and Chinese – particularly Chinese.
Recently a change was made in the line on which Mr. Derby's phone is located. He thought he was on a
residence line until he tried to do some talking. Then he found that he was on a party line with a Chinese
laundry. Seemingly every son of Confucius who had recourse to a telephone used the instrument in the
Chinese laundry. And about every time that Mr. Derby had use for his phone he found someone talking in
Chinese.

So Mr. Derby applied himself to the public service commission. It was found that the Derby telephone
was on a 10 party line. Manager Daney of the local company obligingly remedied the inconvenience.

1913, April 22 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Morning Oregonian

Chinese School Incorporated
Articles of incorporation were filed today by the Oregon Chinese Training School, to be located at
Glendale, and for the purpose of educating the Chinese in this state.

1913
The Willamette University and University of Oregon med schools merge.

1913
West Salem (Polk County) becomes incorporated with City of Salem.

1913
Salem becomes a dry city and the Salem Brewing Company moves to Portland.

1913, June 19 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

Opium Dens Said to Thrive in Salem
There is information now in the hands of certain officers of the city which will probably lead to the arrest
and conviction of one or more Chinese on the charge of selling opium. It is the desire of the officials in
question that their names be withheld from publication for reasons known by themselves, but they
declare that "hop" is being distributed in large quantities to both white men in Salem and to the Chinese
here and in the different hop yards throughout Marion and Polk counties.
According to records at the city marshal’s office there has never been an arrest or even an investigation
of the Chinese houses in Salem which have always had the general reputation of dealing in opium.
Several complaints have been filed with former marshals but no action has ever been taken. The local
officers have been aroused to action of late on account of the number of young and old white people
frequenting the Chinese dens on High Street, between State and Ferry, and the result is they have
gathered much evidence to show that the opium law of the state has been flagrantly violated, but not
sufficient as yet, however, to warrant a rigid presentation of those dealing in the drug. According to the
investigators there are two Chinamen in Salem who make it a regular business to act as middle men for
the large concerns in Portland and San Francisco and who receive consignments of opium through some

secretive source. These men, it is said, distribute the drug to the outlying districts and even go so far as to
operate a “hop" joint right in this city where their white patrons come.
Are Systematic
The local Chinese are very systematic in dealing in opium. An attempt was made recently by a local
citizen to investigate the dens out of mere curiosity. He had no more than approached one door when a
bell sounded far in the rear of the building and a great scattering took place. White men and bleary eyed
Chinamen stumbled out of a main entrance, and finally a bland – looking "chink" admitted the visitor in
quarters which, although dirty, contained no sign of open outfits. The air was thick with the foul smell of
the drug, declares the citizen, but precautions had been taken to secrete everything else which might
lead one to believe opium smoking had been going on.
Law Strict
There can be no grounds for misconception of Lord’s Oregon laws prohibiting the smoking of opium in
this state. Section 2156, defining an opium den, says: "any building where opium is sold for the purpose
of being smoked on or about the premises, where the same is smoked, shall be considered an opium
den." Section 2158, which provides that it shall be unlawful to frequent an opium den, says "it shall be
unlawful for any person to frequent any opium den for the purpose of purchasing or smoking opium, or
any preparation in which opium is the principal medicinal agent.” The penalty for violating these
provisions is by punishment in the state prison not less than six months nor more than two years.
According to section 2160, dealing on the same subject, general reputation of the building in which an
arrest is made for the unlawful disposal or smoking of opium is admissible as evidence. General
reputation, provides the section, shall be received in evidence to establish the character of any building
as an opium den, and proof that any such person frequents such den shall be prima facie evidence that
such person frequents such den for the purpose of smoking opium and such evidence shall not be
rebutted by the evidence of the defendant not supported by other evidence.
According to those who claim to know, there is being more opium shipped in and smoked in Salem than
there has ever been before, and that the number of white persons who are using the drug is alarming.

1913, August 22 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Morning Oregonian

Lem Woon May Hang
Supreme Court Sustains Conviction of Portland Chinese
Unless Governor West commutes his sentence to life imprisonment, Lem Woon, a Chinese, convicted in
Portland in 1908, of killing Le Tai Hoy, will be hanged. A mandate of the Supreme Court of the United
States was received by the Clerk of the State Supreme Court today, the verdict of the Oregon courts of
murder in the first-degree being sustained. The mandate will be forwarded to the Circuit Court of
Multnomah County and Lem Woon will be re-sentenced.

The Chinese, who has been in jail in Portland for five years, recently was allowed to spend a few hours on
top of the building. He declared it was the first time he had seen the sun since his imprisonment.

The Oregon State Penitentiary, 1892.

1913, October 17 | Salem’s Black Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

Convicts Battle in Prison “Bull Pen”
With Home-Made Dirk Montenegrin Attacks Negro Whom He Dislikes
Joe Marinos, a big Montenegrin, came near wreaking his vengeance on P. Edmonton, a big negro, when
the two were put into the bullpen at the state penitentiary today. For reasons unknown to Warden
Lawson, the two convicts bitterly hate each other. Both have been unruly, so today Warden Lawson
ordered them put into the bullpen, built in one corner of the prison yard. As Marinos followed the negro
into the pen he leaped up on his back and struck him two blows with a huge handmade dirk. The knife
cut through the flesh below the shoulder but did no serious injury.
Edmondson is serving three years from Baker for burglary, and Marinos is serving five years from
Douglas for a similar crime.
“I can't understand where Marinos got the dirk,” said Lawson. "He has been in practically solitary
confinement for days.”

1913, November 7 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Medford Mail Tribune

West Saves Chinese Condemned to Die

Governor West announced today that he would commute the death sentence of Lem Woon, the Portland
Chinaman sentenced to be hanged next Friday, to life imprisonment, stating that a serious doubt as to
the man's guilt has been raised.
Lem Woon was convicted of the murder of the Lee Tai Hoy in Portland in March, 1908.

Japanese Hand Laundry and Dry Cleaning Works Advertisement
Daily Capital Journal | February 25, 1914

1914, March 8 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

Hop is First Name; Hops His “Long Suit”
A large deal in real estate was closed this week when Dr. Mark S. Skiff, dentist of this city, sold a 553-acre
farm six miles north of Salem to Hop Hung Lee, a Chinese laundryman, for $42,500. Dr. Skiff bought the
place in 1905 for $12,000. Hop Lee owns three hop ranches and is preparing to set out 50 acres of hops
on the place he has just bought.

1914, March 11 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
The Oregon Daily Journal

A Salem Chinese Laundryman
A Salem Chinese laundryman who already owned several farms has bought another one for $42,500.
Him likee Melica velly much.

1914, March 11 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
The Oregon Daily Journal

Salem Chinamen Have Disappeared

Were Wanted on Charges of Having Opium in Their Possession
It developed today that the three Chinamen against whom complaints were filed in the justice court
yesterday, charging the use of opium, had disappeared, and the local officials have no clue as to their
whereabouts.
In a raid on Chinatown made Sunday night by two Portland men, said to be representing the state board
of pharmacy, nine Chinaman were arrested for using opium. Two of them were convicted and fined $15
each, while another was fined $25 for carrying a concealed weapon. The others were discharged for lack
of evidence.
Attorney E. P. Stott of Portland, representing the pharmacy board, filed the complaint against the three
in the Justice Court.
Local officials were not advised of the intended raid and they declare that the two Portland men were
unable to show any badge of authority, or evidence that they were detectives or police officers of any
kind.

1914, March 15 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

Land Triples in Value
Hop Hung Lee, the Chinese laundryman of Salem, who recently paid $42,500 cash for a 533 acre ranch
located six miles north of Salem, owns three other farms in the same vicinity, which he plans to combine
with his latest purchase into one large hop field, containing 1500 acres. Hop Hung lee purchased his
latest hop land acquisition from Dr. Mark Skibb, a local Salem dentist, who bought the property in 1905
for $12,000. Since buying the place Dr. Skibb has refused, first $20,000, and then $35,000 for it. He held
out for $40,000 and finally sold it for $42,500.

1914, March 26 | Oregon’s Mexican Heritage
Lake County Examiner

West Predicts War
Governor Tells National Guard to be Prepared
Says Pressure From Other Nations Will Force This Country to Act—Approves
Wilson
"I am confident that war with Mexico is coming, and I am going to advise the national guard of this state
to be prepared, for I am sure it can count upon being called out before long,” said Governor West after

returning to Salem from the Mexican border, which he visited after spending several days in Washington,
D. C. While on the border, where he made a personal inquiry into conditions, Governor West crossed over
into Juarez, Mexico.
"The day is not far distant when the United States will be compelled to declare war," asserted Governor
West. "I cannot conceive of anything happening in the near future that will restore Mexico to a settled
condition. With this condition prevailing and the United States upholding the Monroe doctrine, it is only
a matter of time when pressure brought to bear by other nations and by American citizens will become
so great that the United States will become forced to take a hand.”
Governor West said he heartily approved the attitude of President Wilson, but that the president
eventually would be forced to send soldiers across the border.

1914, April 30 | Salem’s Mexican Heritage
Morning Oregonian

War Delays Delivery of Christmas Candy
Former Salem Man Sends Order, Dated November 25,
But Letters Held Between Mexican Lines.
A Salem dealer in sweetmeats delivered boxes of candy, which, originally were intended for Christmas
gifts. The Mexican war is responsible for the delay. A. W. Beckley, of Chocoy, Tamps, Mexico, wrote
enclosing a check to the confectioner November 25 last and asked that two-pound boxes of candy be
delivered Christmas to Mrs. J. W. Beckley, Mrs. Grover, Ms. Hulda Beckley and Miss Olive Beckley, of 382
North Capital street. The letter, which arrived Tuesday, apparently was delayed by the federals or
constitutionalists. Only one postmark, that of Port Apanos, Texas, April 21, was on the envelope. The
stamp had not been canceled in Mexico. Mr. Beckley said in the letter: "We are at present having war
here, and should the letter be delayed send the candy anyhow, even if late.”
Mr. Beckley went to Mexico from Salem about eight years ago, and owns a 70,000 acre ranch near
Tampico. He is a graduate of the Willamette University and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Beckley. He
wrote to his parents recently that in going to Tampico for his food supplies that he was obliged to pass
through both the federal and rebel lines, and that "things are getting warm in the neighborhood of my
home.”

1914, June 21 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

Week of Deep Significance at State University
President Campbell Breaks Ground for Administration Building Voted by People

“King Lear” is Feature
Scholarships Awarded and Degree of Honor Conferred on Graduates
In more senses than one this week has been celebrated as commencement week at the University of
Oregon. The commencement of the life struggle for the young graduates, as the date of graduation
usually is, this occasion was also taken by regents, faculty, alumni, undergraduates and all who
participated, as the symbolical ending of a struggle for mere life on the part of the institution, and as the
beginning of an era of rapid and constructive development. This was typified in the ceremony turning the
first sod for the new administration building. People from all parts of the state crowded forward to turn
up earth, after ground had been broken by President Campbell and the invited dignitaries. Women in
dainty commencement gowns worked with the heavy shovels in the tough clay to show their interest in
the proceeding. Mrs. John Straub, wife of Dean John Straub, followed President Campbell as the
representative of the women of the state.
The degrees of bachelor of arts and bachelor of science were bestowed upon 123 seniors at the final
session, bachelor of law upon 62, and doctor of medicine upon 26. Advanced degrees were earned by
four students.
The culminating exercise of the week was the alumni banquet in the big men's gymnasium, one of the
largest halls of the kind in the northwest, which was crowded to the walls. The most solemn event was
the conferring of degrees in Villard hall, before the hundreds of all-but-weeping fathers and mothers; the
prettiest was the Festival of Spring, in which the young women of the University exemplified youth and
the life renewed; the most sweetly dignified was the Fern and Flower procession, in which the women of
the classes of more than 30 years, in long and sinuous line, revisited the memorials left on the campus by
their various organizations, and marked them again with flowers and greenery; the most religious was
the baccalaureate service; the most enthusiastic and absorbing, as well as the best attended, was the
presentation of Shakespeare's "King Lear" by students under the direction of Professor A. F. Reddle. It
was given under the stars on Kincaid Field, the arena of football in the fall and baseball in the spring.
Miss Janet Young of the Dalles, as Cordelia, the true and faithful daughter, and Professor Reddle as Lear,
headed the cast, and drew the most frequent and prolonged applause. Other favorites were Miss Norma
Dobie of Madison, Wisconsin, as Regan, Miss Ellice Shearer of Portland, as Goneril, Edison Marshall of
Medford as the Earl of Kent, Ralph Ash of Portland, and Henry Rowe of Eugene, as the sons of
Gloucester, Carl Naylor of Las Pascadas, in the canal zone, as the court jester, and McKinley Helm of
Lewiston, Idaho, as the sissified servant of Goneril.
Highest honors in scholarship went to Donald D. Rice of Portland, in economics, to William Cass of Hood
River, Edith Clements of Roseburg, Norma Dobie of Madison, Wisconsin, Henry Fowler of Portland, Maud
Maustic of Portland, in English literature, Catherine Carson of Salem, in Greek, and Barbara Booth of
Eugene, in history.
The warmest applause at the ceremony of granting the degree went to Woo Sun of Salem, a full dozen of
whose Chinese relatives were present to see him honored with the rank of bachelor of science in
engineering; to Mrs. E. F. Fletcher, whose gray hairs testified to the years she had spent between her
matriculation and graduation in raising a family (a son will enter the University in September) and to

several students who had fought their way to their degree by earning their own way through the four
hard years.

1914, June 28
Archduke Franz Ferdinand is assassinated in Sarajevo by a member of the Black Hand, Serbiannationalist terrorist group, which leads to World War I in Europe.

1914, July 7 | Salem’s Black Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
Daily Capital Journal

Charles Maxwell, The Rotund Porter
Charles Maxwell, the rotund porter at O. E. depot, has a week’s vacation coming to him. He will visit
Portland and possibly Seattle. He expects to leave Monday with his family, or else be joined later by
them, providing his little p********y is well enough.

1914, August 17 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

State Capital News
Police raided a Chinese opium den on South High St. early Sunday morning and arrested one celestial,
who delayed the officers long enough at the entrance of the building to enable the smokers to escape.

1914, September 5 | Salem’s Jewish Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

Salem is to Have Jewish Synagogue
For the first time in the history, the city of Salem is to have a Jewish synagogue. A number of the Jewish
residents here have found it necessary to organize for the purpose of worshiping according to the ancient
rights of their religion, and they accordingly rented a hall which will be used until such time as they are
able to have a building of their own. It is located upstairs at 125 N. Commercial St., over Pomeroy’s
jewelry store. The congregation officers are: H. Steinboch, president; M Soloff, secretary; D. Samuel,
treasurer.
Rabbi Itcorish, of Portland, has been engaged to direct the services of the congregation, which is to be
known as Tiferas Zion. The synagogue will be opened September 21, which is the Jewish new year, being
the first day of the month of Tisri which is the first month of the year 5675 according to the Jewish
method of reckoning. The ceremonies of the new year will last three days, and are known as Rosh
Hashana, and correspond to the Christmas holidays of the Gentiles. September 30 is also an important

event among the Jews, who call it Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement, when the Fast of Expiation is
held.

1914, November 3 | Salem’s Black Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

Personals
O. L. Linthicum, George Bonton and Charles Maxwell will go to Portland tonight on the Elks’ excursion to
get the election returns in Portland.

1914, November 25 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

Lee Hung, the Chinese Cook of the Salem Sanatorium
Lee Hung, the Chinese cook of the Salem sanatorium, who was given a preliminary hearing in justice
court this afternoon on a statutory charge, preferred by Mrs. Mary Knighton, was bound over to the
grand jury under $200 bonds, which were furnished. Mrs. Knighton was brought from Portland today by
a nurse from the maternity hospital in that city.

1914, November 27 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The Oregon Daily Journal

May Deport Chinese
Governor West today held a conference with Superintendent Lawson of the state penitentiary, in regard
to the deportation of Chinese criminals incarcerated there. Over two score Chinese were deported some
time ago from the state hospital for the insane, and a large sum will be saved the state as a result.

1914, December 5 | Salem’s Black Heritage
Daily Capital Journal

At the Open Meeting of the Woodmen | Marie Maxwell
At the open meeting of the Woodmen last night, Mrs. Charles Maxwell, a pupil of Dan F. Langenberg,
featured the program giving several splendidly executed vocal numbers. The first “Il Bacio”, was followed
by an encore, "Somewhere a Voice is Calling." Her voice is large and full and her diction perfect.

