
 

Salem Remembers Timeline 1910 - 1911 
 
 
1910, May 11 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

WANTED—To Buy Any Kind Hogs 
[Advertisement] 

 
WANTED—To buy any kind hogs for stock or slaughter. Will buy any kind at top prices. Apply to Hop Lee 
at Chinese Laundry. 

 
 

 
 

Huie Wing Sang Company Advertisement 
Daily Capital Journal | June 15, 1910 

 
 
1910, August 3 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Morning Oregonian 

 

Chinese Doctor Dies 
 

Dr. Kim Bow Wo, pioneer Chinese physician, who has been a resident of Salem for over 30 years, died 
today at his residence on South High street. He was a leader of the Chinese in the city. He was 61 years 
old. 



 

 
 
1910, August 10 |Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Weekly Oregon Statesman 

 

Alle Samee Melican Man 
 

The appended mention of Salem’s well-known Celestial merchant, who is located on State Street, 
appeared in yesterday’s Oregonian, among the bankruptcy court notes: "George Sun, of Salem; liabilities, 
$6477.93; assets, $30. Mr. Sun appears to be a shining light in the matter of accumulating liabilities on 
small capital. His debts are mostly in small amounts for merchandise, several of them being liquor bills, 
and several more due to Chinese dealers.” 

 
 
1910, September 1 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Morning Oregonian 

 

Native-Born Chinese 
 
To the Editor — I should thank you to advise me, through the columns of the Oregonian, if a male child, 
born in the United States of Chinese parentage, becomes a citizen of this country at the time of his birth, 
or could said child, because of his birth on American soil, become a citizen of the United States 
thereafter? In other words, what would be the status of a male child born to one of Portland’s Chinese 
merchants, as regards citizenship, in a case where the parents of said child had never been admitted to 
citizenship? 
 
Norman Henderson 

 
Such a child, male or female, is a citizen of the United States and is entitled to all the rights and privileges 
of citizenship. 
 
The 14th amendment to the Federal Constitution reads: "All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein 
they reside.” 

 
 
1910, December 7 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

Becoming Americanized 
 
Dr. George Lun, the Chinese doctor of this city, today purchased a fine piano from George C. Will for his 
children who are now large enough to use it. Dr. Lun believes in making good Americans of his children. 
Lung Tong, the truck gardener south of Salem, also recently purchased an organ for his children from 



 

George C. Will. Purchases such as these show the rapid progress of the Chinese in Salem along 
educational lines and also their wish to make good citizens. 

 
 
1911, January 27 | Salem’s Irish Heritage 
Morning Oregon 

 

Collegians Prepare Play 
 

Mount Angel Students May Present Irish Drama at Salem 
 

"More Sinned Against Than Sinning," a famous old Irish drummer, is under preparation by the dramatic 
club of the college, and will be offered within the next three weeks. The play is being staged by Joseph 
Killian, and is the heaviest that has been attempted at the college for several years. It deals with Ireland 
in the days of persecution and proscription, and has several very strong characters. 
 
Frank Sander will assume the leading role, and John Costello will take the heavy villain’s part. Provided 
the lawmakers at Salem do not abbreviate their schedule and take their departure, the students will take 
their play to the capital city, with a view to offering it for the gratification of the solons’ critical tastes. 

 
 
1911, February 21 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs 
Morning Oregonian 

 

Harry Toy to Wed 
 

White Woman is Rich Oriental’s Bride-to-Be 
 

Couple Met in Portland 
 

Daisy Davis, Methodist Episcopal Mission Worker in Portland Five Years Ago, 
 to Marry Former Salem Chinese 

 
Daisy Davis, 21 years old and a Methodist Episcopal worker in a mission on First street in Portland five 
years ago, today came to Vancouver with Harry Toy, or Toy Non, 24 years old, a wealthy merchant of 
Port Angeles, Wash., and they secured a license to marry. Cecile M. Hirsch, also 21, was a witness. The 
ceremony will be performed in a mission in Seattle Wednesday afternoon at 2 o'clock by a regular 
minister, they said. 
 
Before noon today Toy and a Government Interpreter at Port Angeles, with the two women, arrived from 
Portland and found Henry crass, an attorney, whom they retained in case his services were necessary. 
 

Toy Once Lived In Salem 
 



 

When asked when she met Toy, Miss Davis said it was when she was assisting in teaching the Chinese 
boys in a Methodist Episcopal mission in Portland five years ago. Toy is the son of a Chinese druggist, 
who formerly lived in Salem, Or. He came to America 10 years ago and has his necessary papers with 
him. 
 
Toy is a member of the Methodist Church, he says, and he acts as Government Interpreter when he is 
needed at Port Angeles. 
 
When questioned Miss Davis said: 
 
"There are quite a number of white girls getting married to men from China, and I do not see why they 
should not. I have known him for five years and he has never spoken a cross word to me in all that time. 
My trousseau is being made in Seattle and won't be done till I get back.  
 
"Yes, I like Harry real well. I saw in the paper about one woman who married a Chinaman not long ago, 
but I think she married for money. It is not so in my case.” 
 
When it was suggested that Harry Toy was wealthy she continued: "Yes, that is so, too. I will never want 
for anything, and besides I haven't always been very well, and if I get sick I know I will have the best care 
and nothing to worry me. “ 
 

Jewels Cost High Figure 
 

She said her jewels and trousseau cost Harry $1000. "They gave us a big banquet in Portland last night. 
Some of them did not go to bed till 6 o'clock this morning, but I knew I had to come over here early so I 
retired early with my maid. 
 
"I tell you one thing, "said Miss Davis, "the newspapers say that that Emery girl, who married that Jap, 
are separated and do not get along very well, but that is not true. I have been living in Seattle not very 
far from where they live, and they are getting along fine. And they have the sweetest little baby girl. I 
don't think it is right for the papers to say they are not living together when they are. “ 
 
Miss Davis has lived in Iowa, went west to San Francisco, and said she came up from there recently and 
again met Toy at a Chinese New Year's celebration in Portland. She has been married once before. 

 
 
1911, March 31 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Morning Oregonian 

 

Salem May Lose Chinese 
 

Rents Raised at Capital, They Look for Portland Quarters 
 

Two hundred Chinese, who reside in Chinatown here, are making threats that they will leave the city 
because the rents have been raised by Frank Hughes, owner of the quarter of a block occupied by them. 
 



 

They declare that they have been negotiating with real estate men in Portland in an effort to obtain 
quarters there and that if satisfactory terms are obtained almost the entire colony will migrate. 
 
The majority of the Chinese are merchants and are prosperous. 

 
 

 
 

Huie Wing Sang Company Advertisement 
Daily Capital Journal | April 11, 1912 

 
 
1911, August 15 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Daily Journal 

 

Negro at Salem Attacks Women; Hounds Trail Him 
 

John Major Seeks Refuge at Mother’s Home Until Posse of Citizens Takes Him; 
Is Not a West Honor Man 

 
Inflamed by drink, John Major, a colored man about 21 years old, attempted two assaults in Polk County 
one and a half miles from Salem, late yesterday afternoon. About 4:30 o'clock he met Miss Walton riding 
a bicycle some distance behind the other members of the family, who were on their way to the coast. 
Pulling her off the wheel, he attempted to injure her. Becoming alarmed, he left the young woman and 
ran. 
 



 

He was not one of Governor West’s honor men, but a convict freed under the parole law of the state. 
The alarm was given, and posses from Salem started in pursuit. With a penitentiary bloodhound, Joel, 
held in leash by W. E. Truit, the negro was traced to the riverbank opposite South Salem, but before the 
man hunters had arrived on the west side after the first assault, the negro had met Mrs. Mamie 
Jorgensen, attacked her and left her badly beaten by the roadside. 
 
Upon reaching the water’s edge Major waded into the water up to his neck. He then cried for help, and 
Henry Foulkes, boatman, went to his rescue. Not knowing of the crimes, Foulkes took the negro across to 
South Salem and turned him loose. Major then ran to his home and dressed himself before a posse of 
deputized citizens came upon him. 
 

Major’s Recent Record Good 
 

Major was paroled from the penitentiary last May, where he was serving time for larceny. Since his 
parole he has been working for the Warren Construction Company and leading an exemplary life. He is a 
stepson of Tom Lowe, a well known colored man of Salem. Lowe, familiarly known here as "Old Tom," 
has many friends and is an honest industrious Negro. He married Mrs. Major two years ago, and has 
since been caring for her children. 
 
Coming home from a hard day’s labor on the streets, "Old Tom" heard a crime had been committed. He 
hastened his steps, having a premonition the offender might be his stepson. When he arrived at the 
house all was commotion. At bay in the pantry was his sullen stepson, John, saying nothing. His wife was 
wringing her hands, crying, "I wish my boy was dead. I'd rather he was dead. I'd rather be dead, myself, 
then have this happen. Go to the officers, John, and give yourself up. That's the safest way.” 
 

Family in Great Commotion 
 

John Major’s brother Ed was arguing to be allowed to take his brother to jail for protection. His oldest 
sister, Bertha, aged 10 years, was pleading with her brother to go to the jail, while his little six-year-old 
sister was crying from fright. None knew just what had happened, but heard of an assault and knew the 
young man came running home exhausted. 
 
Soon after the arrival of "Old Tom" a band of citizens in automobiles came up. Tom Cornelius was last to 
arrive, and when he came Walter Low, city councilman, told him the young negro was in the house. The 
crowd then went in and took him. He was sullen and would say nothing. On his way to the courthouse he 
made a few scattering remarks about the first attack, but quit talking when asked about the second. 
 
When the autos bearing the accused negro came into Salem the news of the capture spread and 500 
people raced after the machines, yelling "lynch him!” Outrunning the crowd, the party landed its man 
safely behind the prison bars in the county jail. Major spent the night in the most secure cell. 
Major was sent up from Umatilla County April 19, 1909, on a charge of burglary. Since his parole he had 
been reporting regularly and his conduct had been faultless. 
 

Mrs. Jorgensen a Recent Bride 
 
Mrs. Jorgensen is not seriously injured. She has been married to Jorgensen only six weeks. Her husband 
did not know of the assault up to a late hour this afternoon. Mrs. Jorgensen had been to a hop yard up 



 

the river to arrange for going picking. She was returning on a bicycle when attacked. She was a widow 
and had three children before her recent marriage. 
 
Major will be taken to Polk county for trial. Mrs. Jorgensen identified him this forenoon. Miss Walton had 
not been found at noon. 
 

Not a West Honor Man 
 

Major is not one of Governor West’s "honor men." He was released from the penitentiary under the 
parole law because he was entitled to the provisions of that law. Governor West knew very little of him. 
Governor West is ill today from overwork, but prepared in bed the following statement to correct any 
false impression that Major had been free on trust from him 
 
"The impression is abroad that Major is one of my so-called ‘honor men,’ but this is not true. I know 
nothing of him other than that he served a term in the penitentiary, being released from there last April. 
His record being good and having served his minimum sentence, he was entitled to, and was given, his 
release as provided by law. 
 

Mrs. Adair’s Plan Supported 
 

"This incident brings home to us forcibly the need of taking some prompt and radical action toward 
protecting society from degenerates of this type. Under its present system they commit a crime and are 
given a sentence in the penitentiary, but when the sentence is served they are back upon society again. 
There are a large number of just such characters in our penitentiary who should never be turned loose 
upon society in their present condition. 
 
"This problem can be solved and solved quickly and successfully if we will just cut out all the mawkish 
sentiment and use a little horse sense in the matter. Degenerates of this type should be ‘Owen 
Adairized’—that is, sterilized. I would even go further than sterilization. 
 

Hopes Bill Will Pass 
 

"I earnestly hope those who in the past have opposed the Adair Bill will remember this incident and many 
other similar ones, when the bill comes up for passage again. They should not only give it their support 
but amend it so as to make it more effective. Sterilization as now proposed is too moderate a penalty. It 
would do for minimum sentence but the maximum should be more far reaching and effective.” 

 
 
1911, August 16 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Daily Journal 

 

Major, Negro Assailant, Taken to Polk County 
 
John Major, the young negro who attacked Beulah Walton and Mrs. Mamie Jorgensen near West Salem 
Monday evening and also entered the Baker home badly scaring Miss Effie Baker, was taken from the 
Marion county jail last night by Sheriff Grant of Polk, and removed to Dallas where he will be held for 



 

trial. A message from West Salem today was that Miss Baker's illness was due solely to fright. The 
Walton family continued its journey to the coast after the attack on Miss Walton. 

 
 
1911, August 22 | Salem’s Black Heritage | Article Contains Slurs 
The Oregon Daily Journal 

 

That Salem Negro 
 
That Salem Negro is one specimen not fit to be pardoned or paroled. 

 
 
1911, August 22 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
The Oregon Daily Journal 

 

Chinese Youngster Reforms 
 
Lee Wing, a little Chinese chap who has been at the Oregon State Training School, for several months, is 
the only oriental there. Lee has a white stepmother with whom the little fellow cannot agree. He was 
sent up from Portland juvenile court. At the training school he is quite docile, especially of late since 
superintendent Looney has won his friendship. Now he says he wants to stay. He was born in Salem but 
lived in China several years. 

 
 
1911, August 31 | Salem’s Black Heritage | Article Contains Vivid Description of Murder 
Heppner Gazette 

 

Salem Has Just Had an Exciting Time 
 

Salem has just had an exciting time due to assaults made on two women near that city by a paroled 
negro convict. It will, perhaps, require a crime of heinous nature to convince the Oregon people that the 
wholesale parole business being indulged in at the state penitentiary is not what it is cracked up to be. 
But lessons, however costly, seem to be necessary sometimes to open the eyes of the blind.  
 
On the same day that this black villain assaulted two Salem women a Pennsylvania mob burned a negro 
murdered at the stake. Shall we return this Salem negro to the parole again or shall he be put where he 
will never again have opportunity to assault defenseless women? It is about time Governor West 
displaced maudlin sentimentality with regard to convicts for commonsense dealing with them. 
—Eugene Register. 

 
 



 

 
 

Chinese Medicine Advertisements 
Daily Capital Journal | September 11, 1911 

 
 

 
 

Grand Theater, c. 1925. 

 
1911, September 14 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Morning Oregonian (see also 1912, January 12) 

 

Negro Sues Theatre Man 
 

Salem Black Wants $5000 Because He Was Denied Admittance 
 

Because he is a negro and as a result of that fact he, with his wife and son, were refused admittance to 
the Grand Opera House here to attend a performance of the Georgia Minstrels in August, E. C. Atkinson, 
through his attorney, Frank Holmes, has filed an action in Circuit Court asking for $5000 damages. 
 



 

It is alleged that tickets had been sold Atkinson prior to the performance and that F. L. Waters, proprietor 
of the theater, violated his contract in refusing admittance to the negro and his family. 

 
 
1911, October 4 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
The Oregon Daily Journal 

 

Red Placards Protest Against Negro Church, Proposed for Salem 
 

Race prejudice in the most surprising form cropped out here today when red placards were tacked up 
over South Salem streets calling for an "indignation meeting" to protest against the erection of a negro 
church in South Salem. 
 
The Negro population of Salem consists of 65 persons, and a month ago Rev. George H. Raymond, a 
young colored preacher from Portland, was sent here to lead the work. The colored congregation has 
been meeting in the local W. C. T. U. hall, but has now secured a lot and is planning to erect a church. 
 
"It is a disgrace to our city," said Dr. Avidson, pastor of the First Methodist Church of Salem.  
 
“There should certainly be no opposition to the colored people building a church where they may 
congregate to worship without molesting anyone. The movement should be given every 
encouragement.” 

 
 
1911, October 7 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

Reverend Raymond Briefly Shows His Position 
 
To the Seventh Ward of Salem, Oregon, and to all whom it may concern: 
 
I, the pastor of the colored congregation of Salem, Reverend George Raymond, wish to state that I am 
always ready and willing to pacify my neighbor or neighbors. I would rather at all times be wronged then 
wrong my neighbor or neighbors. Therefore Seventh Ward of Salem, Oregon, rest assured, if it is your 
pleasure for the negroes of Salem, Oregon, to waive their rights as citizens, which the law has granted 
them, to buy property and build churches, which we so badly need, for the benefit of our sons and 
daughters, we, the African Methodist Zion congregation, do hereby grant your prayers, and make the 
sacrifice by surrendering to you the lots that I had contracted for to build a church upon for my people. 
 
Trusting that you, in the Seventh Ward, may in the near future realize the price of the sacrifice that we 
have given to you, without price or money. I further wish to add, had you seen me and consulted me in 
regards to the matter before arousing the entire town of Salem, Oregon, I would have granted you this 
request, that I am now granting you, which, I must say, gives me great pain to know that we still have some that 

live among us that yet object to the great Christian religion and its works among the negroes of this so-called 
great free republic. God sees. We remain respectfully, 
 



 

African Methodist Congregation. Without a Church. Without a Place of Worship. But Not Without the 
Spirit of God. 

 
 
1911, October 18 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Morning Oregonian 

 

Negroes’ Church Opposed 
 

Salem Colored Folk Find Difficulty in Securing a Place to Worship 
 

Endeavoring to establish an edifice here in which to worship, colored people are meeting difficulties on 
every hand. Recently residence of the Seventh Ward protested against the construction of a church in the 
confines of that ward. The pastor of the prospective church decided it would be better to seek another 
location than to incur the enmity of the citizens of that vicinity and declared he would forgo further plans 
for a church there. 
 
Efforts were then made to secure a site in the Fifth Ward. Now the citizens of that ward have taken up 
arms and resolutions have been adopted condemning the latest plan. 

 
 
1911, October 19 | Salem’s Black Heritage 
Lake County Examiner 

 

Race Prejudice 
 

Resolutions strongly condemning a plan to establish a negro church in South Salem passed at an 
indignation meeting held recently presage a race war in prosperous residential sections of the city. "We 
do not care so much because a negro church is to be established in this place,” said Councilman Elliot. 
“We fear that the proximity of the church will result in negroes establishing residences near here, and 
that we certainly deprecate.” Many of the pastors of the city are around condemning the move that has 
been taken against the negroes and a fight to the finish is promised between the two white elements of 
the town, as well as between the negroes and the whites. 

 
 
1911, October 25 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

Great Chinese Doctor L. M. Hum 
[Advertisement] 

 
Has medicine which will cure any known disease. He makes a specialty of and guarantees to cure 
cataracts, asthma, lung, throat, rheumatism, debility, stomach, liver, kidney troubles, also any blackened 
or swollen soreness, broken limbs; smallpox epidemic; all kinds of boils, Lost manhood, female weakness, 



 

hernia troubles and paralysis. Consultation free. Care of Yick Se Tong Co., Chinese drugs and herbs. Office 
hours from 10 to 12 a. m. and 1 to 7 p. m. Office open Sundays, 153 High St., upstairs, Salem. 

 
 
1911, November 27 | Salem’s Jewish Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

They Lost Everything in the Fire 
 

M. Cohn and Family Left Homeless and Destitute by the Flames 
 

Generous Salem People Should and Will Help Them 
 
To be awakened in the dead of night by the crackling of flames, and to realize that his wife and little child 
were imminent danger, was the experience last night of Mr. Cohn, who lives on North Commercial Street. 
Cohn sprang frantically from bed, and awakening his wife, who had been partially overcome by smoke, 
grasped his little girl in his arms, fought his way to the window and finally managed to get to the ground. 
He next helped his wife out and handed her the child. The stupefied woman hardly knew what she was 
doing and passed the baby over the fence to Mrs. Watson, who took it into her house next door. Mr. 
Cohn then broke into the dining room where the phone is located and called for the fire department. His 
directions were not very accurate and the firefighters did not know just where to go, so stopped on the 
south side of the bridge while the house is on the north side. 
 
The flames were soon seen, however, but as there are no mains on this side of the bridge, the engine had 
to take the water out of the creek. All of this took up time and when water was finally secured, it came 
too late to save anything. 
 
In the meantime Mrs. Cohn, who had now somewhat recovered from the effects of the smoke but 
forgetting that she had given her child to Mrs. Watson, rushed back into the blazing building before any 
could stop her and people blocks away could hear her cries of anguish, even above the roar of the engine 
and the clamor of the people, when she failed to find her child. Some of the neighbor men rushed 
through the sheets of flame and dragged the woman out, though her cries were not hushed until she 
again clasped her child in her arms. 
 
Two friends of the Cohn family were all this time locked in a back bedroom and were not discovered until 
the firemen broke open the door, and found them on beds already ablaze, and nearly suffocated, but 
they soon revived when brought into the cool night air. 
 
The house, which belongs to L.C. Zimmerman, and all the furniture is a total loss. Not a particle of 
clothing was saved and the destitute people ran around the grounds in their thin night clothes until 
neighbors came to their assistance with garments. They are a poor Jewish family, have not been in Salem 
long and Mr. Cohn is in very poor health. His losses seem to have completely taken the heart out of the 
man although the wife goes about the work of gathering the little odds and ends with a determination 
that is marvelous. The family is now stopping at the home of Mr. and Mrs. S.C. Watson, where they are 
receiving every attention. Neighbors are coming in this morning with necessary clothing and Mr. Damon, 



 

of Damon & Son, called with the word that the unfortunate family could get anything they needed at his 
store. 
 
This is the third serious fire in that immediate vicinity. The casket factory and the prune dryer having 
been burned there recently. 

 
 
1911, December 23 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage 
Daily Capital Journal 

 

 
 

The Republic of China Flag 1911-1949 

 

Chinese Celebrate the New Year 
 

Red Flag of the Republic Floats Over Chinatown and is Loyally Welcomed 
 

“Chinese Are Great Admirers of United States Form of Government—And Have Great Hopes For Their Country Once 
Its People Are Allowed To Work Out Their Own Destiny—One Says All That China May Be, And It Will Be, Great—
She Owes The Example Set By The United States People.” 

 
The Chinese residence of Salem, and they are a fine lot of Chinamen, too, are celebrating the new 
Chinese New Year in their own peculiar way, firecrackers being the principal evidence of their joy and 
patriotism, for Salem Chinese are patriotic to the new order of things in China, and enthusiastic in their 
efforts to aid in making a new China—a China modeled after the greatest republic the world has ever 
known—our own. 
 
The celebration began last night with a banquet, and the speeches were said to have been of a high 
oratorical character, heartily endorsing the new republic and brimming over with admiration for “Uncle 
Sam’s” style of government. 
 
It seems that among the so-called "rebels" there are two parties, one desiring to mold the new China 
after the English form of government, but this is in the hopeless minority in their own country, and 
absolutely without followers among those who have sampled the United States, and as so many of 
Salem's Chinese have made their permanent homes here. 



 

 
The flag of the new republic, red with a blue field and 12 pointed star, white, was in evidence 
everywhere, floating under the American colors – and its hoisting in China town was the occasion for 
enthusiastic cheering by the residence thereof. 
 
This morning, about 10 o’clock, some immense strings of fire crackers, some of them 10 feet long and 6 
inches in diameter, were touched off, and the noise for a little while sounded like a pitched battle 
between two big armies, and the incessant rattle of musketry, while a big bomb occasionally heightened 
the similarities, and one could easily imagine that it denoted the sending of a big shell into the enemy’s 
ranks. 
 
There was a smell of battle, too, or something equally bad, a sort of cross between burned gun powder 
and an over ripe egg with the cover off, but the celebration drew a tremendous crowd down into 
Chinatown who enjoyed the Celestial's blowout, and apparently liked the perfume. 
 
One enthusiastic Chinaman told the reporter – though not in exactly the words, is the 4609th year as 
China counts them, dating time from that great philosopher, Confucius – and that his country had fooled 
away a large part of this time by submitting to the bossism of the Manchus. 
 
"We are done with them now and for all time," he added, and the new China will soon astonish the 
world. As soon as the new form of government is agreed on, off comes every Chinese queue, and away 
goes superstition and submission to tyranny. America has shown us what free men left to work out their 
own course can accomplish, and Chinese returning from America to China have thoroughly inculcated 
the people there with the ideas of free government. 

 
 
 


