Salem Remembers Timeline 1890 - 1894

Pearl Pickett, Oregon School for the Deaf graduate,
and husband Rudolph Speiler, c. 1915.

1890, September 20 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage
The Daily Morning Astorian

Will Never be Heard Scolding
At the deaf mute school in Salem, on Tuesday, John H. Lamme and Miss Annie Viviahn were married by
Reverend P.S. Knight, the superintendent. In referring to the matter the Salem Journal says: "This happy
couple are both deaf mutes, and were married by sign language, in the presence of witnesses who fully
understood the signs, so that they were enabled to attest the certificate that the pair had been married.
Mr. and Mrs. Lamme took last evening's overland train for a visit among friends in California, and may
return here to live.”

1890, September 23 | Salem’s Blind Heritage
The Daily Morning Astorian

A Wide-Awake Blind Man

Yesterday there arrived in this city a young man named Fred Cooper, who is perfectly blind. He is 22
years of age, and has been blind for sixteen years. The young man is going to South Bend to open a cigar
store. The lot that the store is building on has been given to him by a resident of that flourishing little
town. Mr. Cooper is a graduate of the blind school at Salem, and is quite a learned gentleman.
During the last 2 1/2 years he has been peddling general merchandise through Oregon, Washington and
Idaho, and has amassed quite a little fortune. Mr. Cooper does his business by the aid of little raised
marks on a sheet of paper, and by placing his finger on one of them can tell instantly the letter needed.
The South Bend people have been very kind to him, and Mr. Cooper thinks he can build up a profitable
business in that enterprising town.

1890, December 26 | Salem’s Deaf and Blind Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
Evening Capital Journal

Something Bearing on the Schools for the Deaf and Blind at Salem
From the Sign: Our legislature will be in session before our next issue is ready for distribution. The
question of a law to compel parents and guardians of deaf and blind children to see that they are
educated will doubtless be presented. In some reasonable form such a law ought to be enacted at once.
Not that we would favor a law to compel a parent to place his child in any particular school; but we
would require all such defective and unfortunate children, as far as possible, to be trained in some way to
a condition of intelligence and self support. The community has a right to require this, both in its own
defense and in the interest of the unfortunate child itself.
Total blindness and total deafness are calamities that have elicited not only the sympathies of men in all
ages and nations, but practical plans for the amelioration of their condition have been put in operation
and steadily improved during several generations. Every civilized nation on the globe is doing something
in this direction, and all American states have created institutions for the benefit of these classes. Our
own state is no exception, and the simple question that now confronts our legislators is this: Shall the
state create such institutions with a view to preventing such people becoming public charges and a
source of public danger, and at the same time allow a stubborn or shiftless parent to stand in the way of
its wise and benevolent aims?
There are several deaf children in this state of school age, some of them past that age, whose parents
stupidly neglect or stubbornly refuse to place them in school. They cannot, however, prevent their
growing to maturity, and the dangers to society that may result. Neither can they atone for the great
wrong imposed on their helpless offspring.
There is no more reason for the parents of deaf or blind children being allowed thus to prevent the
benevolent intention of law, then there is for the friends of the insane or criminal classes to follow a
similar course.
While having in mind the question of compulsory law, it is well to remember that sheer poverty prevents
many parents from placing their children in school. This is particularly so of some who live at a distance
from the capital, and away from regular lines of travel.

The state provides for bringing from all points the criminal and the insane, but leaves the indigent deaf
and blind children to the mercy of circumstances.
The same law that obliges parents to see that these children are educated, should provide for all cases of
inability.

1891, January 21 | Salem’s Blind Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
Evening Capital Journal

The Blind and Mute
Ed. Journal: A bill has been introduced in each house of the legislature to compel the parents and
guardians to send blind and deaf mutes to these schools at Salem. These originate with, if they are not
drawn by, some of the officers of these schools. For years a dragnet has been spread over the state in the
hunt for such pupils. Circulars have been sent throughout the state asking anyone who knows of one of
these unfortunates to advise the managers of said schools. Ministers, doctors, postmasters and county
officers has been requested to send such information, and when one has been found, no effort has been
spared to bring him or her in. And not much regard has been had for age, some who had seen thirty or
forty years being captured.
These compulsory attendance bills are only another feature of the efforts to keep enough pupils in the
schools to insure their continuance. But this last device should find no favor with the legislature. If a
parent shall desire to keep an unfortunate child at home, and most parents would naturally wish to do
that, he or she should not have it taken away by law, to be placed with strangers. I have this week been
shown an indignant letter addressed to one of the state officers from a father residing in one of the
valley counties in which he makes complaint of the treatment his children have received in one of these
schools, and declares that they shall not be forcibly taken there, that if the state attempts to do it he will
move out of Oregon and take his children with him. Such a compulsory law would be both cruel and
unjust in not a few instances.
The World is Governed Too Much.

1891, February 5 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
The Dalles Daily Chronicle

Oregon Legislature
$50,000 Wanted for a Deaf and Dumb School at the Capital.
A bill appropriating $50,000 for the purchase of a new site for the deaf and dumb school at Salem was
also introduced.

1891, May 15 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs

Evening Journal

Chinese Row
It seems that it is not all peace and harmony in the Chinese elements of Salem. At a late hour Thursday
night the vigorous blowing of a police whistle in the Chinese houses on Liberty Street brought a whole
force of peace officers to that locality. They found a Chinaman and a Jap waging a war on each other in
pugilistic style the Chinaman, who was the aggressor and in the Japanese house, is a small gambler and
seems to have been worsted in the contest. He has a black eye and is somewhat scratched about the
face. The Japs claim he threw a rock through the window. The Chinaman was landed in the cooler last
night and was given a hearing this morning before Recorder M. E. Goodell. He plead guilty and was fined
$10. and costs which amounted to $24.65. His friends said they could raise the money before night and
secure his release.

1891, September 12 | Salem’s Black Heritage
The Eugene City Guard

Salem Has a Negro Church
Salem has a negro church.

1891, September 17 | Salem’s Black Heritage
Valley Record

A Pioneer Colored Preacher
Salem Statesman
Speaking of the present colored preacher as the first located in Salem, reminds the writer of Rev. Danny
Jones, the first colored preacher of Salem. But Mr. Jones was not located here by the Methodist or
African conference. He was brought to Oregon as a slave by Dr. Brooks about 30 years ago. They located
at Jacksonville. About twenty-five years ago Mr. Jones came to Salem, opened a barbershop and by his
industry educated himself at Willamette University. He preached here occasionally. Subsequently he
joined the New Jersey Methodist conference, but is now preaching in Kentucky. He received eight votes
for Bishop at one conference. He is a modest and accomplished gentleman and a very eloquent speaker.
The present colored preacher of Salem is a member of what is termed the African conference.

1891, September 26 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage
Evening Capital Journal

Our State Board of Politicians

The Sign, edited by P.S. Knight, superintendent of the state school for deaf-mutes at Salem, has a
vigorous article on Oregon’s alleged state board of education. It will be remembered that an effort was
made to retain the deaf mute institution under the same board of education. We copy Mr. Knight’s
comment:
We reprint the article (Has Oregon a State Board of Education), from the Daily Journal and wish to call
attention to the fact that the first ten years of its history this institution was under similar
"management." The plan is necessarily and inveterately vicious and inefficient. What sane person would
expect "a state board of education," consisting as ours does of three state officers usually chosen from
the ranks of professional politicians, to have the essential qualifications for conducting an institution
requiring large experience and special knowledge? The difficulty is not in the character of the men. Our
present state officers are men of good intentions, and ordinarily well qualified for their places. But they
are most decidedly out of their places when acting as directors of special educational institutions. In
assigning them such duties the Legislature imposes a burden not contemplated by law or founded on any
principle of common sense. In 1890 Governor Thayer discovered by his own experience the absurdity of
his plan, and spoke in his message as follows:
“The duty imposed upon the Board of Education, as the schools are organized, was a source of great
annoyance, similar in character and more perplexing than that endured by school district directors. The
board, realizing the embarrassment in which it was placed in regard to the two schools, and believing
that they were not affording sufficient benefit to justify the expenses incurred in conducting them,
determined to continue them no longer, until more satisfactory arrangements could be made for their
management. In my judgment both schools should be under an organization similar to that which the
government and superintendent of the State University is under. In such case a reasonable appropriation
could be made by the state in and of the enterprise, and the Board of Education be relieved of the duties
of trusteeship provided in the law now in force.
Should you think favorably of this suggestion and pass an act creating a school for the education of deaf
mutes and the blind, and providing a board of directors for its government and superintendence, and for
the appointment of its members, a sufficient number of benevolent and competent persons could
doubtless be found who would accept the position of directors and gratuitously discharge the duties
imposed. It is unjust to burden the Board of Education with such an institution in detail.”
Under these recommendations of Governor Thayer the present board of directors for the school was
created. Its members have worked entirely without pay and several of them have served since 1880.
Governor Thayer’s common sense view of the matter has been fully sustained. The experience of other
states teaches the same lesson, and this habit of our legislature, of creating special institutions and
saddling the duty of directing the details upon the shoulders of state officers, cannot be too soon
abandoned.

1892, April 30 | Salem’s Black Heritage
The Dalles Times Mountaineer

Five Salem Hoodlums

Five Salem hoodlums went to the home of Aunt Rachel Brooks, a colored woman living just below Salem,
and confiscated some of her yellow-legged chickens. Being tracked down, one of them turned state’s
evidence. Result, two of them were awarded sixty days in the county jail and the other two ordered to
leave the country.

1892, October 1 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Evening Capital Journal

Fung Lee, Tom Lee, and the Lawyers
The Chinese population of Salem now have to conduct themselves "alle same white folk”—they have
something to talk about. That Fung Lee case, that was to have been heard yesterday by recorder Goodell
was dismissed at the request of Fung’s husband, Tom Lee. But this is not all; later in the afternoon
yesterday Tom, through his attorneys D’Arcy and Bingham, begun suit against Mrs. F. Holt of the
Women's Home in Portland, for the sum of $2000 claimed as damages for the separation of the two
descendants of China.
A gist of the complaint is: "that Fung Lee is and all the times hereinafter mentioned the wife of plaintiff;
that on or about the third day of March, 1892, while the plaintiff was living and cohabitating with and
supporting and caring for the said Fung Lee in the city of Salem and while the plaintiff and his wife, the
said Fung Lee, were living together happily and contented as husband and wife, the defendant
wrongfully contriving and intending to injure plaintive and deprive him of his wife, maliciously and
wrongfully caused Fung Lee to be enticed away from her home in this city, and has, ever since the 3rd
March, 1892, detained and harbored his wife against the consent of Tom Lee; that by reason of the
defendant the plaintiff has been and is still wrongfully deprived of his wife and suffered great distress of
body and mind in consequence thereof to his damage in the sum of $2000, and the plaintiff demands
judgment against defendant in that sum and costs and disbursement of the action."

1892, October 18 | Salem’s Jewish Heritage
Evening Capital Journal

Edward Hirsch, Leopold’s brother and business partner.

Leopold Hirsch Dead
Another Salem Pioneer Passes Away—A Brother of Senator and Minister Hirsch
After two weeks suffering, there has been removed from our midst Leopold Hirsch, a prominent citizen of
Salem. He died of paralysis at his residence, corner Marion and Cottage streets, in this city, at 8:30
Monday evening, October 17, 1892, aged nearly 60 years.
Biographical Sketch
Deceased was born in Hobach, Wirlenberg, Germany, and at the age of 22 years coming to the United
States, he settled in Connecticut and lived there until 1852, when he came to Oregon by way of the
Isthmus and located in this city where he has made his home.
Mr. Hirsch married Miss Lizzy Goldman in San Francisco, and the result of their union was three children,
two of whom are living in Baker city. They are Mrs. Samuel Baer and Mrs. Carl Adler. September 27,
1871, he was again married in San Francisco to Adelaide Adler, who survives him.
After coming to Salem, Mr. Hirsh engaged in general merchandising and was prominent in business
circles. From 1876 to ’79 he was associated in business with his brother Edward Hirsch, of this city.
Besides two brothers, Edward Hirsch at Salem, and Soloman Hirsch at Portland, he has two sisters living
also, Mrs. Sieg Herman, of Portland, and Mrs. Lachman, of New York.
The remains will be taken to Portland, where they will be buried Wednesday.
Of His Personal Worth

As a man and a citizen much might be said. He was a good and pure man, the soul of kindness, never
doing an ungenerous act knowingly. He was a humane man in every respect and a tender father and
husband. His death affects deeply those who knew him and knew of his worth as a man, but most deeply
a loving wife whose devotion to him and to his children was remarked by all. He was a man who had the
singular faculty of attaching the affections of others, when anything more than a mere acquaintance
was formed. And it can truly be said that he was best loved by those who knew him best, and especially
by those in the closer ties of relationship. His brother Edward Hirsch and wife were constant attendants
and share the grief of the widow.
While not ostentatiously a religious man, he exercised a liberal charity towards the needy, but in a very
quiet way. His life passed away as he had lived, very peacefully.
He will receive the last rites paid to the dead by Rev. Dr. Block, after the Hebrew ritual for the dead, to
which faith he remained faithful to the end.

St. Paul’s A.M.E. Church in Salem, c.1895.

1893, March 15 | Salem’s Black Heritage
Evening Capital Journal

An Appeal for Aid
ED. JOURNAL: I desire through your paper to make the following appeal to all Salem pastors and church
members: –We, the colored people of the city of Salem, make an appeal to you in paying off the debt on
the church building. Donations can be sent to pastor Saint Paul’s A. M. E. Church with names of givers, as
we desire to publish all names of parties who do not object. Any wishing to address me by mail can do so,
care of Willamette University.
Yours, G. W. White, pastor.

1893, April 18 | Salem’s Dear Heritage
Evening Capital Journal

Superintendent Knight of the Oregon College for Deaf Mutes
Superintendent Knight of the Oregon College for deaf mutes at Salem says in the paper printed at the
school: there are now from sixty to seventy-five deaf-mutes in this state of school age. We have sufficient
room in this institution for forty pupils. We have had a total enrollment the present term of twenty-nine.
The remainder are kept out of school on various flimsy excuses, to their own detriment and to the injury
of the state. The state ought to make the very best possible provision for the education of these classes,
and then pass laws to enforce attendance, or to require parents to provide equal advantages elsewhere.

1893, April 21 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
Evening Capital Journal

In the Recorder’s Court
In Gilbert & Patterson vs. Leitzel, an answer was filed this morning, and the case was set for hearing at 1
p. m.
A telephone message from Marshall McFerren, of Albany, Gee Hong, the Salem Chinese laundryman,
with a wen on the back of his neck as big as a sofa cushion, was arrested and taken to Albany this
forenoon, on charge of being short in his washee accounts.

1893, May 4 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Evening Capital Journal

The Chinese Registration
Correspondence Between Governor and President

The following telegraphic correspondence has passed between Secretary of State Gresham and Governor
Pennoyer:
Washington, D. C., May 3, 1893
Governor Pennoyer, the Capital, Salem, Oregon
Apparently reliable reports indicate danger of violence to the Chinese when the exclusion act takes
effect, and the president earnestly hopes you will employ all lawful means for their protection in
Oregon.
W. Q. Gresham
Governor Pennoyer immediately sent the following reply:
Salem, Oregon, May 3, 1893
W. Q. Gresham, Washington, D. C.
I will attend to my business. Let the president attend to his business.
Sylvester Pennoyer, Governor
Governor Pennoyer, speaking to an Associated Press reporter, said: "The Gresham telegram is an insult
to Oregon. I will enforce the laws of the state and the president should enforce laws of Congress. It
comes with poor grace for the president to ask me to enforce the state law, while he, without warrant,
suspends the exclusion law.”
A number of Salem Democrats at the hands of the Cleveland administration are very much put out at the
governor’s course in this matter.
Registration at Salem
The Chinese are registering slowly. Although quite a number have been registered throughout Oregon
and Washington. The time allowed for registering expires on May 5th. It is probable that there will be a
rush at Portland and outside cities.
Deputy collector J. G. Phillips is in this city for the purpose of registering those Chinese wishing
certificates; and the way they crowded into his office, would indicate a rush here. His headquarters are at
the Capital National bank.
The officer here says there is no hitch in the enforcement of the Chinese registration law. The telegrams
are regarded as for political effect.

1893, May 5 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Evening Capital Journal

Chinese Registration

CHINESE REGISTRATION.—Captain Phillips, the deputy collector who has been in the city for a few days
registering the Chinese, returned to Portland this afternoon. He says there are about 15,000 Celestials in
Oregon and Washington and the estimate is made that not over 10% of them will register. They are very
superstitious, and are afraid to register, as they are led to believe it is in violation of the law of loyalty to
the Empire, which offense costs a head either of the violator or his next male kin. There are 1200 Chinese
in Salem.

The Chinese Shrine in the Salem Pioneer Cemetery, 1850s – 1920s.

1893, June 2 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The State Rights Democrat

A Chinese Infant
A Chinese infant died in Salem and was buried two hours after death. A sample of celestial heart.

1893, June 30 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
The State Rights Journal

Chinese Doctors
CHINESE DOCTORS.—A Salem paper gets after them this way: there are several Chinese "doctors"
practicing in Salem who should be deported, put into the penitentiary, or in some other way prevented
from continuing their professional careers. They know no more about the disease they profess to cure
than a wooden-headed pagan idol, and yet they are allowed to go ahead unmolested, swindling the
ignorant and gullible. One of these pigtailed "doctors" recently treated a growth in his white patient’s
nose by giving the patient some bitter and burning stuff to take internally—a decoction that, if not
positively injurious, would certainly have no effect toward removing the growth. These Mongolian frauds
take much money from their "patients," and make some of them believe they are cured when they're
"medicines" have no effect whatever. In some country neighborhoods it is quite the rage to go to these
Chinese doctors in Salem. Hasn't Oregon a state medical board. If so, what is it good for?

1893, September 14 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
Capital Journal

Chinese Washee
CHINESE WASHEE — People send their washing to a Portland laundry because they do not like Chinese to
wash their clothing. That would be all right if they were not washed by Chinamen when they got to
Portland, which they are, according to what the agent here says. There is nothing like spending all the
money you can out of town. — Astoria Budget. They should send their work to the Salem Steam Laundry,
where none but white skilled labor is employed.

1893, September 26 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage
The Daily Morning Astorian

The Sign, a Little Paper Published by —
The "Sign," a little paper published by the scholars of the deaf and dumb institute at Salem, says:
"We send this number of the Sign to all the newspapers published in the state, and request that they will
kindly place us on their exchange list. The papers received are distributed among the pupils, who come
from all parts of the state, and are always interested in news from their home districts. If, on account of
the postage and the financial stringency, any of our big contemporaries are unable to comply with our
modest request, we will send them the Sign gratis. We are in a tight corner ourselves, but will have
sympathy for our more afflicted neighbors.”
Surely not any paper in Oregon will refuse a request like this. The exchanges, besides giving the bright
young editors material to work on, will add very greatly to the comfort of the inmates of the institute,
and give them a large fund of reading matter which will no doubt be very gratefully excepted.

1893, September 27 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage | Article Contains Slurs
The Dalles Daily Chronicle

School for Deaf Mutes
Salem Sign
We have thirty-seven pupils now and know of four more who will soon be here. In numbers we will break the record
again this year. But we are sad because others are not here who should be here. We have no ambition to be record
breakers, but we do want every deaf child to be educated so that he may become an intelligent responsible citizen.
This is the Oregon school for deaf mutes and we wish all parents of deaf children to know of it. The state offers an
education to all deaf boys and girls who are capable of receiving it, provided their parents will let them have the
opportunity.
Parents are not to blame because their children are bereft of hearing, but if those children are doomed to live dark,
ignorant, blighted lives because they were not allowed to go to school, then we have no hesitation in saying that a
great sin lies at the parents’ door. It is a misfortune to be deaf, but it is a terrible affliction to have a parent who is

blind to his child's best interest, deaf to the mute appeals of an imprisoned intellect, and dumb when called upon to
explain his cruel negligence.

1893, September 29 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage
Hillsboro Independent

The Sign, a Weekly Three Column Paper
The Sign, a weekly three column paper published at the deaf mute school, Salem, has been received. The
1894 session of the school has commenced with thirty-seven pupils in attendance. This does not include
all the unfortunate in the state, however, as there are some, known to be residents, who are not in
school.

1893, October 6 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage
Newberg Graphic

The Sign, A Bright Little Paper Published
The Sign a bright little paper published by the pupils of the state deaf-mute school of Salem, is on our
table. We gladly place it on our exchange list, hoping for it and for the school a bright and prosperous
future. It seems to us that no greater misfortune can befall one then to be brutally deprived of the sense
of hearing and the power of speech, and to all such we should extend all the help that will tend to make
life more pleasant. This institution of the state has been established for this purpose and it is to be hoped
it may prove a great blessing to all who enter its doors.

1893, October 13 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Capital Journal

No Chinese
NO CHINESE — The Salem Steam Laundry has always excluded the Chinese. It does white people’s
washing with white labor.

1893, October 16 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Capital Journal

Pride
PRIDE — Have you any pride in the prosperity of your city? If so patronize the Salem Steam Laundry in
preference to the Chinese wash houses. It is a permanent institution, and employs only white help, all of
whom contribute to the support of the place.

1893, October 28 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage
The Dalles Times-Mountaineer

A New Student, Nicholas Braunan
A new student, Nicolas Braunan, arrived at the state school for deaf mutes Tuesday, says the Salem
Statesman. He came from Talent, Jackson County, and raised the total enrollment at this institution to
44–22 boys and 22 girls. The buildings at the school are fitted for the accommodation of 40 pupils, and it
does not savor of exaggeration to say that the session rooms, dormitories, dining hall, etc., are crowded.

F. S. Dearborn Bookstore Advertisement
Capital Journal | November 27, 1893

Colonel J. Olmstead’s Salem Steam Laundry, 1909

1894, January 1 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Capital Journal

Anti-Chinese Always
The Salem Steam Laundry a Progressive Institution — The City’s Pride
During the past four years Colonel J. Olmsted, proprietor of the Salem Steam Laundry, has worked
unceasingly to build up in our Capital City an institution which is today a credit to the place, and reflects
great honor upon the business man who has achieved such a success. From small beginnings, the
institution has grown until today its average pay roll contains the names of twenty-five people, and
among them some of the best people of our city.
This has been the result of understanding the business thoroughly, putting in the best of machinery,
sending out no article until it is finished up in a style that is not equaled by any laundry in the Northwest.
This is evinced by the fact that work comes to it from all points in the valley, from Portland to Roseburg.
None but white help is employed in this establishment in any department, $10,000 having been paid out
in wages during the past year.
Colonel Olmsted is a business man every inch of him, and a valuable man to the city as was evinced by
the people of the third ward electing him councilman before he had been in the city two years.
He proposes to have the best of everything in his line, and this spirit of enterprise contributes not a little
to the great success of his business.

1894, January 15 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage | Article Contains Slurs

Capital Journal

No Work, No Register
NO WORK, NO REGISTER — The Chinese say they will register when they can earn some money. There
are no Chinese employed about Salem at present to speak of George Sun says: “Cleveland heap good to
Chinamen. Not good for workingman.”

1894, April 14 | Salem’s Deaf Heritage
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To Milk Consumers
Oregon School For Deaf Mutes, Salem, Oregon, March 30, 1894
To Whom it May Concern,
I have much pleasure in testifying that Mr. W.N. Savage has supplied this institution with milk for the
past two years. The milk has been rich, sweet, clean and invariably of first class quality. I heartily
recommend Mr. Savage to the patronage of any private family or public institution in need of a reliable
milk supply.
B. IRVING, Superintendent

1894, July 21 | Salem’s Black Heritage
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Court House Notes
A marriage license was issued today to Geo. Randles and M. A. Stanley, A. Bayless witness. Mr. Randles is
a well-known colored citizen of Salem.

1894, July 27 | Salem’s Chinese Heritage
Capital Journal

Be Truthful
BE TRUTHFUL — We make friends by truthfully advertising, and we keep them, too. — The Salem Steam
Laundry. No Chinese, the best of work done and at moderate prices, is our motto.

